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Abstract: While it seems like just yesterday that PCs started to ship 1Gbps LAN 
on laptops and desktops, datacenters have grown the installed base of 10Gbps 
servers and switches tremendously over the past couple of years. 100Gbps and 
40Gbps Ethernet standards are being pushed hard to become the 
standard interconnect in datacenters as soon as possible. Power consumption, 
monitoring requirements and interconnect complexity are at the top of the list of 
problems to be solved to streamline the architectures of next-generation 
datacenters. Networking speeds above 10Gbps Ethernet are slated to be where the 
crossover of optical and copper interconnects will take place; this will have 
interesting effects on technology development and new business opportunities. 
This presentation will explore the business drivers, technical challenges and 
motivations, the major players and the development and deployment timeline for 
100Gbps networking.
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