Minutes of the IEEE NH Section Executive Committee Meeting

Thursday, October 11, 2007
Blake’s Family Restaurant, Manchester, NH


Attendees: Jim Anderson, Barbara Bancroft, , Celine Bilodeau, Chuck Button, Jim Isaak, Paul Krell, Stuart MacPherson, Kenric Nelson, Tom Perkins, Don Sherwood 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM.

Jim Anderson motioned to accept the September 13, 2007 meeting minutes (without reading) with attendees corrected, Don Sherwood seconded the motion and it passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Jim Anderson motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report labeled October, 2007, Stuart MacPherson seconded the motion and it passed.

Don Sherwood reviewed account balances.  Don reported Concentration Banking will give a cash incentive to the Sections that move their funds to it and close the accounts at other institutions.  The only problem with Concentration Banking is handling cash receipts because only checks can be sent to the account.  Concentration Banking also offers a higher rate of return.
Don Sherwood motioned take advantage of the Concentration Banking incentive.  Jim Anderson seconded the motion.  There was a discussion to cash out the GSCU CDs when they mature so not to incur a penalty.  The motion passed.
Chapter, Group, and Committee Reports
PE Chapter – Paul Krell reported the meeting and tour at Burndy was interesting.  Paul is planning to have a meeting in November or December featuring a Commissioner from the Public Utilities Commission on the “Energy Policy Act” and its impact on utilities.  Paul has some back up speakers.
Computer Chapter – Jim Isaak reported 24 people attended the meeting at NHCTC in Nashua in September on databases.  Jim will have a meeting on October 23, 2007 at SNHU with guest speaker Bill Freeman who will lecture on “A Survey of Contemporary RFID Solutions and Applications”.  Jim will have a November meeting at NHCTC featuring Jim Gottwald of BAE on the Software Development for Space Simulation.
PEL Chapter – Chuck Button did not have a report.  Discussion was held about having a meeting at BAE on Power Supplies and to include the Boston PEL members.  There was a discussion on continuing PEL and its status as a Chapter in the NH Section.  A suggestion was made to email the PEL members and investigate having a joint chapter with Boston.
MTT-S Chapter – Tom Perkins reported that two meetings are set up.  One meeting on “Thru the Wall Personnel Detection” on October 29 and a second meeting will be on November 15 which will feature Jason Boh, Agilent, who will speak on “Signal Integrity for 5-10 Gbps.”

EMBS Chapter – Jennifer Ng contacted the person from California who formed the EMBS Chapter. 
WIE Group –  Oct 5 - WIE planning meeting to discuss upcoming elections, potential formation of joint GOLD/WIE chapter, 2008 events, etc. This was a great meeting and we have very enthusiastic young members who have fabulous ideas for next year.  
- Oct 8 - Send out nomination call for WIE NH 2008 (Jim Anderson volunteered to do that for us)

- Oct 16 - Jennifer Ng will be on the panel at the Diversity Leaders Conference in Boston (to talk about IEEE and IEEE WIE activities)

- Nov 2 - WIST (Women In Science and Technology) forum - by FIRST (Jennifer will be on the panel)

- Nov 9 to Nov 11 - Jennifer might attend the IEEE Conference on Education and Industry (Meeting the Growing Demand) in Munich.  Funding is pending. 

- Dec 4 - Joint meeting with CompSoc  

Life Member – Jim Anderson did not have a report.

Student Activities

Barbara Bancroft reported that the Community Technical College has eleven new members with a total of 50 IEEE student members.  There was a discussion of the recognition of two outstanding students at the Annual Banquet.

A new student branch will form at UNH Manchester.  They have requested a banner. Don Sherwood motioned to set a policy to purchase banners for future new student branches, Jim Anderson seconded the motion and it passed.

UNH Student Branch - Rhonda St.Laurent will host a dinner meeting on November 7, 2007.  Tom Perkins will speak at the meeting.  Also invited is Kristen Harris of the UNH Technical Camp.

Action Items – List was reviewed and updated.
Joint NH Engineering Societies – Tom Perkins reported that the conference was today.  The Speeches were good and there were lots of discussions and questions.  A total of 112 attended the conference
Pre-University Education Activists Committee
Jim Isaak reported that UNH is planning a two week Summer Tech Camp in 2008 - Jim Isaak is part of the planning committee and so is Bob Henry (IEEE/PETAC/UNH). There will be a call for engineers to volunteer to lead the activities and for small projects for the high school students to complete during the camp. Objectives have been sent to our Pre-Eng committee (Don S. Jim A and Erich W).  Also trying to tap into some outreach funds from SWE Boston for this program (about $10K is available). 
Don Sherwood will meet with the teachers in Hudson.  

Jim Anderson reported that the committee is involved with ThinkFest 2008.
- Jennifer Ng is now in charge of the re-design of the PETAC website.  Requirements for the site are being discussed by the council. Goal for new site: Jan 2008

- There is discussion of having two WIE conferences in 2008 (Spring for grades 11-12 and fall for grades 8-10).  The spring one will be hosted and held by UNH while we are still looking for sponsorship for the fall one (a potential is NHTI in Manchester). 

- Jennifer Ng proposed a PETAC logo contest - open to all students in NH and the council approved.  Details are still being finalized.

- NH Legislature wrote PETAC will be changed soon so as to remove some context which limited the schools regarding pre-engineering programs. Rep Norman Major (who is on the council) is making the changes for PETAC. 

Membership Upgrade – Two senior member ships when to the board and two nominations were received.
Communication & Signal Processing Initiative –.  Kenric Nelson reported there will be a Planning Meeting in Nashua.  They will try to get twelve signatures to form a joint Signal Processing & Communication Chapter.  Dr. Jacokson will be the first speaker for a planned February meeting.  

Jim Isaak motioned to fund the organization meeting for an amount not to exceed $150.00, Jim Anderson seconded the motion and it passed.
Young Engineer Award – Tom Perkins reported that Dean Bacon had received three nomination letters. The nominations were reviewed and Jim Isaak motioned that Liberty Gunter be presented the “Young Engineer Award” for 2007, Jim Anderson seconded the motion and it passed.
2008 Elections – Chuck Button reviewed the by-laws.  The nomination committee consists of Chuck Button, chair, Jim Isaak and Paul Krell.  The proposed slates of officers are Jim Anderson, Chair; Kenric Nelson, Vice Chair; Celine Bilodeau, Secretary; and Don Sherwood, Treasurer.
November Annual Banquet – The musician has been scheduled.  The amount of attendees is required.  There was a discussion on the gifts.
Newsletter 
Deadline for the newsletter is October 21.  Biographies and position statements, for the Section Officer nominees, are required by October 21.

Jim Anderson motioned, per an email dated October 9, 2007 and amended below, to accept the proposed policy on communicating with the membership. The amended motion is as follows:

“If a meeting (technical, administrative, social, or combination) sponsored primarily by the IEEE is scheduled, it should be announced (if at all possible) in the:

*       Section Newsletter - Peak-to-Peak, 

*       Reflector (if possible, needs about 6 weeks lead time),

*       E-Reflector,

*       Section webpage

*       Company webpages if onsite meeting (optional)

*       NHSPE newsletter (optional)

*       NHSPE calendar (optional)

*       Print newspapers (optional)

*       Posters (Optional)

*       Once (if needed) by mass e-mailing (or in rare cases, by snail mail) from the Section Administrative Assistant (currently Donna Davis) to all Section members and other interested people on the Section mailing list. 

Mass e-mailing to ALL Section members, when necessary, should be done in a timely manner, 10 days or less prior to the event or registration deadline as determined by the event coordinator.

If the event is sponsored by another organization, and IEEE is a follower or "guest", then the Newsletter is sufficient.  

Exceptions to this policy can be made on a case by case basis by the Section Chairman.”

Stuart MacPherson seconded the motion.  There was a discussion on the motion and it was tabled due to the late hour and the need for further modifications.
The next meeting will be held on November 8, 2007, at 6:00 PM, at Blake’s Family Restaurant in Manchester.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:40 PM.
Attachments to the original signed copy of the minutes:

1- Sign in sheet
2- Treasurer’s October report 
3- Action Item List

Respectfully submitted:
Celine Bilodeau, Secretary
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