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New York was lucky and was not hit by hurricane Hanna, as she passed 
by on September 6. The predicted coastal storm surge of one to three 
feet above normal t ide, did not material ize because, according to NOAA 
".. . we currently are in a period of Neap Tides...  which results in low 
Astronomical Tide."

The hurricane followed a very nice quiet summer, in which the NY Section was not 
entirely passive. PES and IAS IEEE NY and LI Chapter held several meetings with 
excellent presentations during the summer: Reducing Arc Flash Hazard using Fiber Optic 
Loop Technology by Daniel Aronson; Smart/Green Buildings as Community Technology 
Centers, by Bruce Lincoln; Electr ical System, Load Losses and Eff iciency by Greg 
Ferguson. For more information on these see the NY Monitor l ink below.

On August 27, the New York Section got an early start on the fall  season with a 
'Signals' Professional Networking Mixer, which took place at a local watering hole called 
"The Village Pourhouse". The event, which takes place four or f ive times a year, is 
cosponsored by GOLD, WIE, SAC, PACE, CN, and the Northern New Jersey Section GOLD, 
and gives members the opportunity to meet and greet in a relaxed atmosphere.

The September issue of the newsletter for the NY Section, the NY Monitor—which is 
available online at www.ieee.org/nymonitor/  —went out on time and had a ful l calendar of 
events for the month of September.

Since the beginning of 2008, the NY Section has a new joint Electronic Devices Society 
(EDS) and Solid-State Circuits Society (SSCS) chapter, and planning for a Professional 
Communication Society (PCS) chapter and a Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society 
(GRSS) chapter are underway. Since June 2008, 649 NY Section members joined a Society.

Section Chair David Weiss participated in the Region 1 Summer BoG Meeting in 
Syracuse, NY.

If  you are spending t ime in New York in the coming year, always check the NY Monitor 
website www.ieee.org/nymonitor   to f ind out if  there are any events that you can attend. You 
are always welcome to attend an Executive Committee meeting, they are held the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month.

Region 1 Awards
By Amelie Gong
Chair, Awards & Recognition Committee

Frank E. Schink — was awarded the Will iam Terry Dist inguished Service Award for 
Leadership and dedication to IEEE and the Power & Energy Society on both the Managerial 
and “Grassroots” Level.

Frank E. Schink has served the engineering communit ies for over f if ty years. His 
employment included development and direct ion of faci l i ty,  system design and maintenance 
Engineering for companies and organizations within the U.S. and abroad. His work included 
a wide range of Electr ical Engineering assignments in generation, transmission, distr ibution 
and util ization for industrial,  transportat ion, commercial and ut il i ty facil it ies. After ret ir ing 
from the posit ion of Chief Electr ical Engineer for the Port Authority of New York and New 
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Jersey, Frank continues to volunteer act ively in the IEEE, especial ly the Power & Energy 
Society (PES).

Frank is a Life Fellow. He has been an IEEE member since 1950 as a Student Chapter 
(AIEE) Off icer. His long service to the IEEE includes various off icer posit ions in the New 
York Section Executive Committee, PES/IAS New York/Long Island Chapter Committee, 
Region 1 Committee ( including Vice Chair),  RAB/TAB Committee, IAS Governing Board, 
PES Governing Board, ELECTRO Board, IEEE Committees, VTS Conference Committee, 
and the Instrument & Measurement Society Conference Committee. He received numerous 
IEEE honor and awards.

In addition, Frank is a member of Tau Beta Pi and Eta Kappa Nu and a Registered 
Professional Engineer (New York and New Jersey). He was a member of the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) and the American Railway Engineering Association. He is 
also a WWII veteran and listed in Who’s Who in Science and Engineering and Who’s Who in 
America.

Krishna Raghunandan — was awarded the Technological Innovation Award (Industry or 
Government) for Outstanding Contribution in the design and Construction of Wireless 
Communication.

In the past three decades, “Raghu” has devoted his professional l ife to the wireless 
communication technology. His work has touched every aspect in the industry from 
academic insti tutes, to industrial organizations, and to government agencies. When working 
with Lucent Technologies, he was extensively involved in developing the Third Generation 
(3G) wireless networking standards. Furthermore, he developed several courses for the 3G 
networking technologies in order to educate the public about the technology on various 
levels.

Currently,  Raghu works in the Communication Department in New York City Transit 
Capital Program Management. With his impressive knowledge, he manages various 
projects that develop, plan, test and implement communication systems based on IEEE 
802.11 and other wireless standards in the industry.

In addition to having a busy life, Raghu managed to share his knowledge in both 
publication and presentations in conferences and seminars.

Jignasa R. Ray — was awarded the Outstanding Teaching in an IEEE Area of Interest 
Award (Pre-University or College) for Encouraging Students to Seek Knowledge in 
Engineering and Science and Enduring Contribution to the Engineering Community. 

Jignasa is passionate about helping young people, especial ly high school students, to 
understand engineering and science and showing them the fun in engineering and science 
projects. She actively part icipates in events that are designed to show students that 
working in the engineering and science subjects can be a great joy.  For three years, she 
was involved with the Future City Competit ion. Furthermore, she was a member of a 
mentoring team in the FIRST Robotics Competit ion for two years and attended the Lower 
Hudson Valley Engineering EXPO, where students from middle and high schools meet with 
representatives from the local business, col lege and engineering organizations.

Jignasa enjoys sharing her experience as a woman engineer with the students. She 
works closely with GOLD, PACE and WIE to assist students to explore the possibi l i t ies of 
developing their careers in engineering f ields. Even though Jignasa is not a teacher, her 
inf luence on students is as signif icant as that of a teacher.


