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The following Region 1 Awards were presented at the 
IEEE New York Section 2009 Awards Dinner Dance.

Frank E. Schink was awarded the William Terry Distinguished Service 
Award for Leadership and dedication to IEEE and the Power & Energy 
Society on both the Managerial and “Grassroots” Level. Frank has 
served the engineering community for over fifty years. His 
employment included engineering design and management for 
Anaconda Copper Corp. Engineering Department, M W Kellogg Corp, 
and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. His work included 
a wide range of Electrical Engineering assignments in generation, 
transmission, distribution, and utilization for industrial, transportation, 
commercial, and utility facilities. After retiring from the position of 
Chief Electrical Engineer for the Port Authority, Frank continues to 
volunteer actively in the IEEE, especially the Power & Energy Society 
(PES). Frank is a Life Fellow. He became an IEEE member in 1950 as a 
Student Chapter (AIEE) Officer at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute (now 
part of NYU), where he subsequently received his BS/MSEE. His long 
service to the IEEE includes various officer positions in the New York 
Section Executive Committee, PES/IAS New York/Long Island Chapter 
Committee, Region 1 Committee (including Vice Chair), RAB/TAB 
Committee, IAS Governing Board, PES Governing Board, ELECTRO 
Board, IEEE Committees, VTS Conference Committee, and Instrument 
& Measurement Society Conference Committee. He has received 
numerous IEEE honors and awards. In addition, Frank is a member of 
Tau Beta Pi and Eta Kappa Nu and a Registered Professional Engineer 
(New York and New Jersey). He was a member of the National Fire 
Protection Association and the American Railway Engineering 
Association. He is also a WWII veteran and listed in Who’s Who in 
Science and Engineering and Who’s Who in America. 
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Krishna Raghunandan (Raghu) was awarded the 
“Technological Innovation Award (Industry or 
Government) for Outstanding Contribution in the 
Design and Construction of Wireless 
Communication”. In the past three decades, Raghu 
has devoted his professional life to wireless 
communication technology. His work has touched 
every aspect in the industry from academic 
institutes, to industrial organizations, to 
government agencies. When working with Lucent 
Technologies, he was extensively involved in 
developing the Third Generation (3G) wireless 

networking standards. Furthermore, he developed several courses for 
the 3G networking technologies in order to educate the public about 
the technology on various levels. Currently, Raghu works in the 
Communication Department in the New York City Transit — Capital 
Program Management. With his impressive knowledge, he manages 
various projects that develop, plan, test and implement 
communication systems based on IEEE 802.11 and other wireless 
standards in the industry. In addition to having a busy life, Raghu 
manages to share his knowledge in both publications and 
presentations in conferences and seminars. 

Jignasa R. Ray was awarded the 
“Outstanding Teaching in an IEEE Area of 
Interest Award (Pre-University or College) 
for Encouraging Students to Seek 
Knowledge in Engineering and Science and 
Enduring Contribution to the Engineering 
Community”. Jignasa is passionate about 
helping young people, especially high 
school students, to understand 
engineering and science and showing them 
the fun in engineering and science 
projects. She actively participates in 

events that are designed to show students that working in the 
engineering and science subjects can be a great joy. For three years, 
she was involved with the Future City Competition. Furthermore, she 
was a member of a mentoring team in the FIRST Robotics Competition 
for two years and attended the Lower Hudson Valley Engineering 
EXPO, where students from middle and high schools meet with 
representatives from the local business, college and engineering 
organizations. Jignasa enjoys sharing her experience as a woman 



engineer with the students. She works closely with Affinity Groups and 
other professional societies to assist students to explore the 
possibilities of developing their careers in engineering fields. Even 
though Jignasa is not a teacher, her influence on students is as 
significant as that of a teacher. Jignasa Ray graduated from DeVry 
Institute of Technology with a BS in Electronics Engineering (1998) 
and from NYU Polytechnic University with an MS in Transportation 
Management (2008) and Exec 21 Certificate in Construction 
Management (2007). She has also received the Professional Engineer's 
license from the New York State Board of Education (2008). Jignasa 
has worked for Komatsu, Liebert, AO Smith, Time Warner Telecom, 
and has had a long career at MTA NYC Transit. She has worked in 
communications engineering at Time Warner Telecom and MTA New 
York City Transit. Currently, she works for MTA Bridges and Tunnels as 
an Intelligent Transportation Systems Project Manager implementing 
System Engineering methods for major Tolling System and technology 
projects. Jignasa is an active volunteer with IEEE NY Section and holds 
positions as conference coordinator and Region 1 Southern Area GOLD 
Coordinator and Region 1 GOLD Secretary. She works closely with 
IEEE NY Section societies and affinity groups for conference 
coordination and has volunteered at IEEE-USA annual meeting. She is 
also active in mentoring programs with MTA Bridges and Tunnels, and 
Women's Transportation Seminar.


