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IEEE NSW SECTION 
Minutes of the 21st Annual General Meeting 
 
Friday 24 November, 2006 
The Boronia Grove Function Centre, 49 Rawson St, Epping 2121 
 
The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:15pm. 
 
1. Attendance and Apologies 
 
Present: Graeme Gwilliam, Ian Boyd, Stephanie Boyd, Anthony Zaglas, John 

Robinson(LM), David Tien, Eddie Fong, Lorna Fong, Ananda Mohan 
Sanagavarapu (UTS), Sam Reinsenfeld, Anthony Parker (Macq Uni), Mark 
Gordon, Karu Esselle, Bruce Poon, Andrew Kleinert, Clarence Dang (UNSW),  
Alex Cheng, Carolyn McGregor (UWS), Joanne Curry, Gregg Suaning, Shaun 
McLoherty, Amandeep Sidhu, Rob Curtis, Sue Moffat, Upul Gunawardana, 
Kenneth Lam (UNSW), Krishna Rajaratnam(LM), Yan Wong, Faz Rahman, Ajay 
Taneja, Norbert Dommel, David Burger. 

 
 Visitors: Olivia Robinson, Michelle Boyd. 

 
 

Apologies: Jim Vasseleu, Trevor Bird, Walter Lachs, Zak Zakrevicius, Tim Hooper, Dallas 
Rolph, Hugh Outhred. 

 
 
2. Minutes of the 2005 AGM 
The minutes of the previous AGM were circulated and accepted. (Moved by Ananda, Seconded 
by Sam, Carried) 
 
 
3. Chairman’s Report 2006 
Attached. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report 2005 
No report was tabled at the AGM. The report is attached. 
 
5. Chapter Reports 
5.1  Computer Chapter - Report 
Follow up.. 
 
5.2  Antennas & Propagation/Microwave Theory & Techniques - Report 
Committee Chair:        
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Vice Chair:     
Secretary/Treasurer:  Mr David Burger       
  
 
5.3  Power Engineering - Report 
2006 Report attached. 
 
5.4  Power Electronics/Industrial Applications/Industrial Electronics 
2006 Report attached. 
 
 
5.5  Communications/Signal Processing Joint  
Committee Chair:        
Secretary/Treasurer:  Mr David Burger       
2006 Report attached. 
 
 
5.6  Circuits and Systems/Solid State Circuits 
No report. There has been no CAS/SSC activity, but the committee has requested CAS/SSC 
become a joint chapter with LEOS below. This is pending a decision for 2007. 
 
 
5.7  Lasers and Electro Optics Society (LEOS) 
No report, there have been no activities for LEOS, and there is actually 
been no committee formed since Dave Moss and Graham Town set it up 
in August 2005. The new 2007 committee is being established. 
 
 
5.8   Engineering in Medicine and Biology Society (EMBS) 
Founding Chair:  Dr Carolyn McGregor      
Vice Chair:     
Secretary/Treasurer:   
Chapter Web Editor:  Mr Gregg Suaning 
Members: 
 
5.9  Affinity Groups 
GOLD – Two GOLD functions were held in 2006. A combined DL lecture with Communications 
and Signal Processing on multi-media trends and forecasts, and a joint institutions lecture titled 
“Wave Energy” which attracted many students and recent graduates. 
 
LIFE MEMBERS – No report. 
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6. Results of Officer Elections for 2007 
The following officers were elected for the 2007 Executive Committee: 

o Section Chair:  David Burger 
o Section Vice Chair: David Tien 
o Section Secretary: Anthony Zaglas 
o Section Treasurer: Rob Curtis 

Standing Committee Chairs will be appointed at the 5th February 2007 meeting of the Section 
Executive Committee. 
 
7. Awards and Presentations 
There was no 2006 Max Simons Student Prize awarded. 
 
8. Other Business 
 
9. Closure 
The meeting closed at 8:14 pm. 
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APPENDIX 1, IEEE NSW SECTION, Profit & Loss Statement 2006. 
 
Refer to attached reports. 
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A/Prof Sam Reisenfeld, Chairman 2006 
IEEE NSW Section, Communications and Signal Processing Joint Chapter  
 
24 November 2006 
 

IEEE NSW Section, Communications and Signal Processing Joint 
Chapter         2006 Annual Report 

 
Conference Sponsorship 

 
13-16 March 2006, AusWireless’06 Conference, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Sydney 
 

2006 Technical Activities 
 

24 March 2006, Prof Robert Gray, Extracting Discrete Information from a Continuous 
World:  Quantization, Compression, and Classification, 24 IEEE Members, 10 Guests, 
UTS (IEEE Signal Processing Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
27 March 2006, Prof Robert Gray, Packet Speech on the Arpanet: A History of the Early 
Linear Predictive Coded (LPC) Speech and Its Accidental Impact on Internet Protocol, 
12 IEEE Members, 4 guests, UTS, (IEEE Signal Processing Society Distinguished 
Lecturer). 
 
5 April 2006, Prof C.C. Jay Kuo, Digital Media Revolution-How the Digital Technology 
Impacts Our Daily Life, 3 IEEE members, 6 guests, UTS (IEEE Signal Processing 
Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
6 April 2006, Prof C.C. Jay Kuo, Technologies for Movie Content, Analysis, 
Summarization and Skimming, 5 IEEE members, 2 guests, UTS (IEEE Signal Processing 
Society Distinguished Lecturer) 
 
6 April 2006, Prof C.C. Jay Kuo, Ubiquitous Multimedia Computing and 
Communications: Challenges and Future Trends, 8 IEEE members, 3 guests (IEEE 
Signal Processing Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
14 June 2006, Prof Jacob Gavan, Radio Systems Techniques for Enhancing Energy 
Radiation, Reducing Interference and Parasitic Radiation, UTS, 6 IEEE members, 6 
guests, UTS (IEEE Communications Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
15 June 2006, Prof Jacob Gavan, Stratospheric Quasi-Stationary Platforms, 6 IEEE 
members, 6 guests, UTS (IEEE Communications Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
 



Report from  IEEE NSW IAS/PELS/IES Chapter 
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Report from  
IEEE NSW IAS/PELS/IES Chapter 

 
2006 

 
 
 
The Chapter organized two IEEE DL seminars from Professor Tom Jahns, a past IEEE 
Distinguished Lecturer and a President of the IEEE Power Electronics Society. The first of the 
two seminars were jointly organized as part of the Engineers Australia/IEEE/IEE Lecture Series 
and presented at the Engineers Australia House at 8 Thomas Street, Chatswood, on 26 October 
2006. The second seminar was presented at the University of New South Wales, Kensington, on 
1 November 2006. The attendance at both seminars exceeded 35.     
 
The titles of the seminars were: 
 

1.  The Expanding Role of Permanent Magnet Machines in a Greener, Energy-Efficient 
Society, held at the Engineers Australia house at Chatswood from 6-7 pm on 26 
October, 2006. Attendance: about 35.  

 
2. Recent Advances and Future Trends in Power Electronics for Industrial and 

Automotive Applications, held at the School of Electrical Engineering & 
Telecommunications, University of New South Wales, Sydney, from 6-7pm on 1 
November 2006. Attendance: about 45.  

 
 
These two seminars were free of cost to the attendees. Professor Tom Jahns was in Sydney as a 
Visiting Professor at the School of Electrical Engineering & Telecommunications, University of 
New South Wales, Sydney, which meant that there was no cost to the IEEE NSW.  
 

3. A further seminar from a past IEEE Distinguished Lecturer, Bruce L. McClung, is 
currently being planned for holding in February, 2007. 

 
 
The proposed Committee for 2007: 
 
The existing IAS/PELS/IES Chapter discussed the formation of a new Committee for 2007. 
After requesting members to volunteer for the Committee positions, the following was 
determined as the Committee for 2007. 
 
 
     Professor Danny Soetanto  (#07718497) –  Chair 
 A/Professor M. F. Rahman (#07822828) –  Secretary 
 A/Professor M. Nagrial  (#06895361) –  Treasurer 
 
Professor Soetanto is planning to add a few other names to the Committee soon. 
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Brief Resume of Professor Tom Jahns 
 
Professor Tom Jahns obtained his PhD in 1978 from MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He 
worked for GE Corporate Research and Development in New York State for 15 years, including 
two years on a research sabbatical at MIT from 1996-98. While at MIT, Dr. Jahns served as Co-
Director of the MIT/Industry Consortium that played an important role in defining the 42V 
PowerNet for automotive accessory systems. He is currently a Grainger Professor of Power 
Electronics and Electrical Machines at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   
 
Professor Jahns has received many prestigious IEEE awards including the William Newell and 
Nicola Tesla awards, several Best Paper awards from the IEEE, and multiple Technical 
Achievement awards from GE.  He has served on US National Research Council technical 
advisory panels and he is a Fellow of the IEEE. He is a Past President of the IEEE Power 
Electronics Society and has served as a Distinguished Lecturer in both the IEEE Power 
Electronics Society and the IEEE Industry Applications Society.  
 
Professor Jahns is on a sabbatical as a Visiting Professor at the UNSW since July 2006. 
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IEEE NSW Section, Communications and Signal Processing Joint Chapter  
24 November 2006 
 

IEEE NSW Section, Communications and Signal Processing Joint Chapter 
2006 Annual Report 

 
Conference Sponsorship 
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UTS (IEEE Signal Processing Society Distinguished Lecturer). 
 
27 March 2006, Prof Robert Gray, Packet Speech on the Arpanet: A History of the Early 
Linear Predictive Coded (LPC) Speech and Its Accidental Impact on Internet Protocol, 
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IEEE NSW Section, Antennas & Propagation and Microwave Theory   
and Techniques Joint Chapter 

Annual Report for the year 2006 
 

2006 Technical Activities 
 

1. 9 Feb. 2007: Dr. Trevor Bird, Chief Scientist, CSIRO ICT Centre presented a  joint IEEE/IE 
(AUST)seminar  on “Terahertz Imaging”. 48 attendees were present among them 20 IEEE members 
and 28 guests. 

2. 3 May 2006: Dr. Cezary Sydlo, Research Scientist, High Frequency Techniques Group, Technical 
University Darmsdat, Germany presented a talk on “Terahertz Technology and antenna design” at 
University of Technology, Sydney. There were 15 attendees :5 IEEE members, 5 IEEE student 
members and 5 guests. 

3. 24 August 2006: Dr. Shaun Cunningham, CEO of EpiTactix Pty Ltd, Marsfield, Sydney, presented a 
joint IEEE/IE (Aust) technical presentation on “Compound semiconductors-Transistors in Techni-
colour” at Institute of Engineers Auditorium. 30 attendies : 15 IEEE members and 15 guests. 

4. 30 October 2006: Professor Toshiyuki Yakabe, University of Electro-communications, Japan, 
presented a talk on “New developments on Six-port based vector Network Analysers” at University 
of Technology, Sydney. No of attendees: 16, IEEE members :5, IEEE student members:5, guests:6. 

5. 15 November 2006: Dr. David Burger of Energy Australia presented a talk on “ Construction and use 
of 7 MHz Yagi antennas “ at the Terry Hills Emergency Services headquarters, Terry Hills, Sydney. 
There were 30 attendees, IEEE members :4, Guests : 26. 

6.  
Distinguished Lecturer Program 

We planned to host IEEE AP society distinguished lecturer’s visit in Aug 2006 but the lecturer could not 
make it due to his other commitments during that time. We are hoping to host the visit in 2007. 
 

Region 10 Activities 
Assoc. Prof. Ananda Sanagavarapu ( Mohan) attended the Region 10 , IEEE Antennas and Propagation 
Society chapter chairs meeting on 3 November, 2006 at Singapore held during the International 
Conference On Antennas and Propagation (ISAP06). The meeting was attended by all active chapters 
within Region 10 plus Adcom members of IEEE Antennas and Propagation Society. Dr. Sanagavarapu 
(Mohan) was also made member of the ISAP International Programme Committee. The committee 
expressed their interest for Australia to host ISAP conference in future.  
Assoc. Prof. Sanagavarapu (Mohan) is invited to attend the Region 10 IEEE Microwave Theory and 
Techniques Society chapter Chairs meeting to be held on 13 December 2006 in Yokohama, Japan, in 
conjunction with Asia Pacific Microwave Conference (APMC06) in Yokohama, Japan. 
 
Reported by : 
Assoc. Prof. Ananda  Mohan Sanagavarapu ( aka Ananda S Mohan) 

      Chair, IEEE NSW Joint AP/MTT joint Chapter 
      27 November 2006 
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