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The OPC foundation has established a set of connectivity standards that have been broadly adopted in the 
manufacturing automation industry. A new set of standards titled OPC Unified Architecture is being 
published by this group. Most leading automation practitioners have indicated support for the Unified 
Architecture specification. This discussion presents an overview of OPC Unified Architecture specification 
being developed by the OPC foundation. 
  
OPC Unified architecture is a multipart specification and reference implementation that attempts to converge 
and fill in gaps within the existing OPC standards. The new architecture is expected to open up new 
opportunities in the control and information sectors of manufacturing. 
 
Those attending this presentation will gain a better understanding of what the OPC foundation directions are 
and what the OPC Unified Architecture specifications represent. Some insights into the evolution of Service 
Orientated Architecture and its impact on control system automation will also be given. 
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