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From the Chair

Greetings, friends. I hope you are all doing well.

Several of our members have been experiencing health
problems. I’'m thrilled that some of them are doing so
well, but there are still members who face significant
health care issues. Please keep them in your thoughts,
and continue to help support them as they face these
challenges.

The Pittsburgh Section will be relaxing a bit over the
summer, as we typically do. Knowing that our
members take vacations and travel in the summer, we
scale back our activities. We will resume the full
schedule in September. = The Section Picnic in
September would be a great opportunity to get involved
and meet the other Section members.

I’m pleased to announce that one of our section
members, Jennifer Ploskina, has initiated the process to
form a Women In Engineering (WIE) Affinity Group.
An affinity group is something like a chapter, but on a
subject or topic that is broader than a particular
Society’s focus.

The Women in Engineering Affinity Group will focus
on the issues women encounter in the engineering field.
Please read Ms. Ploskina’s article in this bulletin to
learn more. At our last executive committee meeting,
we voted to authorize the formation of this group, and
signed the form that authorizes the creation of the
group. If you are excited now and want to get involved,
I’'m sure Ms. Ploskina will be grateful for your help.

Within the next month you will be registered for the
CARE network. As I mentioned last month, this is a
low volume email announcement list that will update
you on key legislative and government issues affecting
our profession. The initial mailing will include
instructions on how to remove yourself from the list if
you don’t wish to receive this information. Have a
wonderful summer!!

Ralph Sprang
Pittsburgh Section Chair, rsprang@ieee.org
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New Fellows and Senior Members
The following people have been elevated to fellow in the past year:

Tsuhan Chen
Michael L Mallary
Charles E Thorpe
Dr John D Lafferty
Michael Erdmann
Katia P Sycara
Paul D Nielsen
Dr Nancy R Mead

Philip C Bolin

The following people have been elevated to senior member in the past year

John Mazurowski
Robert J Slebodnik
Dennis B Smith
William Courtright
Bruce R Quayle
Marius Rosu
Prof Robert F Murphy
Sharat Batra
Hyong Sok Kim
William B Anderson
Seth C Goldstein
Peter H Feiler
Robert D Sobek
Ralph A Sprang
P K Chrysanthis
Jill Rae Schaumloeffel
Caroline P Grattinger
James A Sanford
Prof Jay Apt
Marcel Bergerman
Michael K Reiter
Edmund F Lopresti
Joseph T Cioletti
David J Vaglia
Roy A Maxion
Prof Manuela M Veloso

These members were recognized at the History/Awards Dinner. Please congratulate these
members on their accomplishments.
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o "Calling All Women!"

A new affinity group is being formed in the IEEE Pittsburgh
Section, Women in Engineering (WIE). The national WIE
program's mission is to inspire, engage, encourage, and
, empower IEEE women worldwide. The Pittsburgh Section WIE
program will maintain the same vision, but add the local
connection and camaraderie between women electrical
engineers.

"It will be refreshing to have a group to discuss both the
challenges of a high-tech career and those of being a woman in

Jennifer Ploskina a male-dominated field," states Jennifer Ploskina, the organizer
of the group. The Pittsburgh WIE group hopes to collaborate with similar groups such as
Society of Women Engineers (SWE) and Women in Nuclear (WIN), a Westinghouse-sponsored
organization. "Promoting the field of engineering to young girls is very important to the future
of our industry," Ploskina continues. "We also hope to increase female IEEE members in the
Pittsburgh area based on this additional opportunity for electrical engineers."

For more information on WIE, visit their website at
http://www.ieee.org/portal/pages/committee/women/index.html. Contact Jennifer Ploskina at
JenniferL.Ploskina@eaton.com to be added to the WIE mailing list for upcoming news and
events.

o A Night With the Pittsburgh Pirates and Philadelphia Phils

Date: Friday, August 17, 2007

Time: Game starts at 7:05 PM

Place: PNC Park, North Shore, Pittsburgh

Cost: $16.00 per ticket

Sponsors: PES/IAS Chapter

RSVP: By sending your check payable to “IEEE Pittsburgh Section” to:
Andrew Novotny
514 Price Ave

North Braddock, PA 15104

Come out and enjoy a fun-filled evening at PNC Park with the members and friends of
the Power Engineering Society, Industry Applications Society and the IEEE Pittsburgh Section.
It will be Skyblast Strike Two Fireworks and Smash Mouth in Concert after the Pittsburgh
Pirates take on the Philadelphia Phils.

Be sure to reserve your seats early. Contact Andrew Novotny at (412) 351-4954 or
mailto:Andrewnovotny@ieee.org if you have any questions.
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o History Dinner - Synopsis

The history dinner featured the topic 'History of Nuclear Power' presented by Joe Cioletti and
Dave Vaglia, both of Westinghouse Nuclear. Although Dave Vaglia couldn't attend the dinner,
he assisted Joe Cioletti in developing the presentation from his many years of working at
Westinghouse Nuclear in Monroeville.

The historical site of the first large-scale commercial nuclear power generation plant was located
near Pittsburgh at Shippingport, PA and went critical on December 2, 1957 - exactly 15 years
after Enrico Fermi demonstrated the first sustained nuclear reaction. The Westinghouse built
facility included a reactor core whose design was adapted from United States Navy submarines.
The Duquesne Light Company built and operated the plant on a site it owned on the Ohio River.
The company contributed towards the cost of the government-owned reactor. Three years later,
it began supplying power to the Pittsburgh area. Later in its life, the plant was retrofitted with a
Light Water Breeder Reactor (LWBR) core that went online during a cold winter in 1977 where
President Jimmy Carter 'threw the switch' in a ceremony to activate the plant. The LWBR was
later proven to be successful in its ability to create more fuel than it used and was finally retired
in 1982.

Three Mile Island (TMI) and Chernobyl were both discussed with industry-wide 'lessons learned'
and compared with today's aggressive safety practices, training and modern instrumentation
systems. The new generation III Westinghouse AP1000 reactor was also discussed as well as its
safer, simpler, passive cooling and protection systems. It was also stated that December 2, 2007
marks 50 years of large-scale commercial nuclear power generation looking toward a resurgence
in global demand of a 'nuclear renaissance', starting with four AP1000 reactors that were sold to
China, addressing its growing demand for electric power.

o Mark Your Calendars: Section Picnic - Sept. 15 - Schenley
Park, Details to Follow.
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