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Invitation to EXCOM Meetings 

Dear Section Members, 

The Executive Committee of the Toledo 
Section of IEEE holds a monthly 
meeting, on the first Tuesday of each 
month, to administer the Section’s 
business. This meeting takes place at 
the Byblos Restaurant located at 1050 
S. Reynolds Road, Toledo, OH. It starts 

at 6:00pm and lasts for about 90 
minutes. 

This meeting is open for attendance to 
all Section members. Votes are cast 
only by the Executive Committee 
members. The meeting consists of 

having dinner and conducting the 
Section’s business at the same time. 
Each attendee is responsible for their 
own dinner expenses. 

I would like to encourage each of you 
to try and make some time to attend 
one or more of these meetings, to see 

how the Section’s business is 
conducted, get to know the members 
of the Executive Committee, renew 

friendships or make new ones, take an 
active role in shaping the future path 
of your Section, and let your opinions 
be heard by the Committee. 

We plan to start posting the meeting 

agendas on the Section’s website to let 
all members know what is being 
discussed about the Section. Take the 
opportunity to review the agenda and 
let the Committee know, in person or 
by e-mail, your thoughts about what is 
being done and what could be done in 

the future. 

If you plan to attend a meeting we ask 
that you reply to the notification that 
will be sent out each month, so that we 
may be able to better plan for the 
space needed to accommodate us. 

Thank you for your consideration. I am 
looking forward to meeting many of 
you in the near future. 

Best regards, 
Bryan Curtis 
2016 IEEE Toledo Section Chair 
bjcurtis@matrixti.com 

Membership and Recruitment 

The IEEE Toledo Section was 
recognized for meeting its recruitment 
goals for the 2016 membership year. 
The goals were developed based on 
our Section's four-year performance. 

This comes after our recognition on 
meeting our 2015 retention goals 
highlighting our commitment to 
growing the Toledo Section IEEE 

Membership. 

Join/Renew Your Membership 

Your IEEE membership gives you the 
resources and opportunities you need 
to keep on top of changes in 
technology and to network with other 
professionals in our local area. 

Our community of over 425,000 
technology professionals and 
engineers is united by a common 
desire to continuously learn, interact, 
collaborate, and innovate.  

Please join or renew at: 

ieee.org/membership_services. 

Member Recognition Pins 

During the annual IEEE Toledo 
Institute Night event, lapel pins will be 
distributed to members celebrating 
five-year membership milestones. 
Recipients will receive notices before 

the event. 

Career Opportunities 

IEEE Collabratec™ (Internet address: 
ieee-collabratec.ieee.org) is an 
integrated online community where 
technology professionals can network, 
collaborate, create and find career 

opportunities. 

You might need your IEEE login details 
to create an account. To look for career 
opportunities in IEEE Collabratec, click 
on "Menu" and select "Opportunities" 

mailto:bjcurtis@matrixti.com
file:///C:/Users/Inspiron/Dropbox/IEEE/IEEE%20Documents/ieee.org/membership_services
file:///C:/Users/Inspiron/Dropbox/IEEE/IEEE%20Documents/ieee-collabratec.ieee.org
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after logging into the Collabratec 

website. 

 

There are thousands of jobs posted in 
IEEE Collabratec that are organized by 

category, location, company, and 
posting date. There is a Resume lab, 
which is a suite of tools to help 
members develop CV/resumes and 
practice interview skills. There is also a 

salary calculator that shows 
compensation data for technical fields 

in the US. 

Cruise to Mars: Bridging the Gap 

IEEE Toledo Young Professionals (YP) 
held a networking event, technical 
presentation and a catered dinner at 
the University of Toledo (Brady 
Engineering Innovation Center) on 

Thursday, July 21, 2016. 

 

This event featured a lecture on the 
solar electric propulsion research that 
will enable the mission of humans to 
Mars. The lecture was presented by 

Ms. Therese Griebel, the Associate 

Director for Strategy at the NASA 

Glenn Research Center (GRC) in 

Cleveland, Ohio.  

Ms. Griebel also spoke about the 
hybrid gas electric propulsion, an 
aviation objective using a collection of 
GRC technologies. 

 

Networking began at 5:30 PM and 
dinner was served at 6:30 PM. The 
keynote presentation began at 7:15 

PM.  

The lecture was free and dinner was 
available for a low cost. Attendees 

received 1 PDH for this event. 

EECS Awards Banquet 

The annual Awards Banquet of the 
University of Toledo Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science  
Awards Banquet was held on 
Thursday, April 15, 2016.  

IEEE Toledo contributed three awards 
for students to this event. Each award 

included a certificate of recognition and 
a cash prize. This year’s winners were: 

 Waleed Abdelsalam, who won the 
Electrical Engineering Student of the 
Year award (aka the Larry Reitz 

Award). 

 Ronald Sutter won the Computer 
Science and Engineering Student of 
the Year award. 

 Fathi Amsaad won the Graduate 
Program Student of the Year award. 

Securing Control Systems 

Cyberattacks on infrastructure control 

systems are getting more frequent and 
sophisticated since Stuxnet’s effect on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities in 2010.  

More recent attacks such as Flame, 
Shamoon, Havex, Dragonfly and Black 
Energy are equally troubling. Many 

attacks have resulted in outages and 
physical damage of infrastructure.  

 In December 2015, a coordinated 
cyberattack on the Ukrainian power 
grid led to an outage for 80,000 
customers.  

 Extensive damage resulted from a 

cyberattack that prevented the 
proper shutdown of a blast furnace at 
a German steel mill.  

IEEE Distinguished Lecturer Dr. 
George Proeller presented on 
"Securing Intelligent Control 

Systems". This lecture was held at the 
Electrical Industries Building (TECA 
Office), 727 Lime City Road, Rossford, 
on Tuesday, April 12, 2016.  

Dinner started at 5:45 PM and the 
lecture started at 7:00 PM. The cost for 
dinner was $20 for members and 

guests, and $10 for students. The 

lecture was free for all attendees. An 
attendance certificate for 1 PDH was 
distributed at the end of the lecture. 
PowerPoint slides used in the lecture 
were emailed to attendees after the 
lecture. 

Personal Electronics Forensics 

Smartphones, tablets, iPods, and PDAs 
continue to merge in form, fit, and 
functionality and now include data 

acquisition, data aggregation, storage, 
and communications capabilities.  
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This presentation provided insight into 

the features and capabilities of such 
systems, their possible uses in 

unethical/unlawful activities, and a 
discussion of the concepts of forensic 
analyses and approaches useful in 
combating such uses.  

IEEE Distinguished Lecturer Dr. 

George Proeller presented on this topic 
at the SSOE Seminar Room of the 
University of Toledo.  

Dr. Proeller met with students and 
other attendees before and after the 
presentation, and answered their 

questions. Attendees received an 
attendance certificate that counts for 1 
PDH.  

PowerPoint slides used in the lecture 
were emailed to attendees after the 
lecture. 

Tour of Northstar Steel 

The Toledo Section of IEEE visited the 
Northstar Steel plant in Delta, Ohio, on 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016. We saw 
several interesting projects that they 
have in the works.  

 

Toledo E-Week Banquet 

This year's National Engineers' Week 

Banquet was held on Thursday, 
February 25, 2016 at 6:00 PM at 
Parkway Place in Maumee, OH. Toledo 
IEEE reserved a table for IEEE Toledo 
Section members and guests for the 

discounted rates of $20 per 

member/guest and $22.5 for student 
members.  

The banquet speaker was Sunjay Nath, 
MBA, BScE, CSP, Human Performance 
Engineer and Author. He spoke on the 
10-80-10 Principle of Strength-Based 
Leadership. 

IEEE Toledo has been an annual 
cosponsor of the National Engineers 
Week Banquet for more than a decade. 

Prizes were presented to 

MATHCOUNTS winning teams from 
schools in the area. IEEE Toledo has 

been a longstanding cosponsor of the 
middle school MATHCOUNTS 
competition. 

Tour of Big Fab Lab 

The Big Fab Lab is an open-access full 

service makerspace serving Northwest 
Ohio. They currently host meetups for 
enthusiasts in wireless networking, 
Drones, Arduino and Embedded 
computers, among others. 

IEEE Toledo toured the Big Fab Lab 

makerspace facility in Bowling Green 
on Thursday, February 11, 2016.  

Mark Bowlus was our host. Mark has a 

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering, and specialization in 

Computer Science. He has worked in a 
number of engineering related 
positions with organizations such as: 
Honda, Westinghouse Robotics, and 
Materion.  

There was a one-hour presentation on 
Intellectual Property by the Buchanan 

and Nipper Legal Firm at 6:00 PM after 
the tour, followed by an open house till 
9pm.  

IEEE Senior Membership 

IEEE senior membership is recognition 
of your technical and professional 
excellence. 

To be eligible, you must: 

 Be engineers, scientists, educators, 
technical executives, or originators in 
IEEE-designated fields 

 Have experience reflecting 
professional maturity 

 Have been in professional practice for 

at least ten years (with some credit 
for certain degrees) 

 Show significant performance over a 
period of at least five of their years in 
professional practice 

Information on the application process 

is available on the IEEE senior member 
website: 
ieee.org/membership_services/memb
ership/senior .  

As part of the application process, you 
will need to identify three current 
senior members to serve as 

references. To find local references 
please contact Ed McConnell at 
emcconnell@ssoe.com. 

Life Member Affinity Group 

IEEE Toledo is considering forming a 
Life Member Affinity Group. If you are 
interested in being part of this group 

please contact Gary Waugh 
(gwaugh@accesstoledo.com) or 
Richard Molyet (richard.molyet 
@utoledo.edu). 

Future Events 

Davis-Besse Tour 

A tour of the Davis-Besse Nuclear 
Power Station is planned for Thursday, 
October 20 starting at 5:30 PM. 

A technical presentation in the 
Administration Building, (right off 
State Route 2) will be followed by a 
tour within the protected area of the 

plant. New plant changes post-
Fukushima will be covered. There will 
be food prior to, or during the 
presentation. 

Tour attendees must be US citizens for 
security reasons. All attendee names, 
social security numbers, and copy of 

driver’s licenses must be submitted by 
October 12 for a background check. 

file:///C:/Users/Inspiron/Dropbox/IEEE/IEEE%20Documents/ieee.org/membership_services/membership/senior
file:///C:/Users/Inspiron/Dropbox/IEEE/IEEE%20Documents/ieee.org/membership_services/membership/senior
mailto:emcconnell@ssoe.com?subject=Senior%20Membership
mailto:gwaugh@accesstoledo.com
mailto:richard.molyet@utoledo.edu
mailto:richard.molyet@utoledo.edu
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Attendees can e-mail their driver’s 

license to the Power Engineering 
Chapter Chair, Robert (Bob) Toth 

(ratoth@firstenergycorp.com). You 
can call Bob at 419-249-5199, let him 
know your SS number and any 
questions you have. 

 

The maximum number of attendees for 
this tour is 30. A sturdy shoe with 
leather uppers and good tread, along 
with clothing appropriate for a plant, is 

required. All required PPE for the site 
tour will be provided. The tour will 
involve a significant amount of 
walking, and stairs. 

Dinner and Presentation: Grid 
Connected Solar Photovoltaic 
IEEE Toledo will be hosting a dinner 

and presentation on Grid Connected 
Solar Photovoltaic Presentation. This 
event will be held on Thursday, 
November 3, 2016.  

 

The speaker is IEEE Toledo member 
Ngalula Sandrine Mubenga. Sandrine is 

the Electrical Engineering Manager at 
the University of Toledo, where she 
helps manage a $15 million annual 
budget. She has worked in industry for 
15 years during which she designed, 

interconnected and/or approved about 

50MW of solar PV and worked on 
distribution system planning and 

protection. Sandrine is a Professional 
Engineer and a PhD candidate in 
Electrical Engineering at the University 
of Toledo, where she earned her 
bachelor and master degrees.  

Sandrine was invited by the European 
Parliament S&D Group, to be a panelist 
during 2015 Africa Week. She has 
served as keynote speaker at the 27th 
Annual Energy Fair in Wisconsin, USA 
and at the 2nd Sultani Makutano 

business networking event in 
Kinshasa, DRC. She has been featured 
in AMINA, Forbes Afrique, 
JeuneAfrique, the Toledo Blade, the 

Portage County Gazette, Afrimpact, 
and has appeared on television on 
France24, Congo WebTV, RTNC, and b-

one.  

Abstract: Small island states strive to 
continue economic growth, mitigate 
climate change and reduce their 
dependence on imported fossil fuels. 
They offer a geographical landscape 
which encourages distributed 

generation in order to provide power to 
end users that are located in remote 
areas. Often times, this distributed 
generation is accomplished through 

grid connected solar photovoltaic (PV) 
systems. Because they do not emit 

greenhouse gas, and they use the free 
light from the sun to generate 
electricity, solar PV systems provide 
renewable energy in a sustainable 
way. This presentation will discuss the 
challenges and opportunities 
associated with grid connected solar 

PV in island states. It will also propose 
potential waste management 
strategies of such solar PV systems 
from cradle to grave. 

Institute Night 2016 
The annual IEEE Toledo Institute Night 

is planned for 6:30 PM on Thursday, 

November 17, 2016 at the Holiday Inn 
French Quarter. The guest speaker will 
be Dr. Douglas Oliver of the University 
of Toledo. He will speak on Fraud in 
Science and Engineering. One PDH will 
be awarded to attendees.  

Dr. Oliver received his Ph.D. in 
Mechanical Engineering from 
Washington State University in 1985. 
He graduated cum laude from the 
University of Toledo's law school 
(2003). In 2004, he was award a "Best 
Paper Award" from the ASCE’s Journal 

of Professional Issues in Engineering 

Education and Practice – Legal Issues 
Division.  

 

Dr. Oliver has been a Science and 
Technology Fellow of the AAAS (Amer. 
Assoc. for the Advancement of 

Science) assigned to the National 
Science Foundation. His publications 
and research work have covered a very 
broad range of topics in engineering 
and law.  He has practical experience 
in the nuclear energy field at the 
Hanford Atomic Reservation. 

Executive Committee for 2017 
A new Executive Committee will be 
elected during Institute Night. The 
slate presented by the Nomination 

Committee for 2017 Officers is as 
follows: 

Chair: Dominic Wilson 
Vice Chair: Brandon Boltz 
Secretary: Ed McConnell 
Treasurer: Jarrad Henson 
Immediate Past Chair: Bryan Curtis 
Members at Large (new): Tom 
Nestor, Jian-yu Lu, Richard Molyet 

Members at Large (second term): 
Bill Barnhart, Vamsi Borra, Ryan 
Goolsby 
 
Nominations are also encouraged from 
members for the above offices, which 

will be voted on during Institute Night. 

Please forward nominations to Tom 
Papademos (apapademos@buckeye-
express.com) by mid-October. 

Additional Events 
The current Executive Committee is 
planning additional events, tours and 

presentations for Spring including a 
tour of the Toledo Zoo Aquarium and a 
tour of CSX. We are also considering a 
Walleye game social event. Please 
send event suggestions to Dominic 
Wilson (dominic_wilson@Owens.edu)  

mailto:dominic_wilson@Owens.edu
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2016 Officers
Past Chair 
Tom Papademos 
apapademos@buckeye-express.com 
 
Chair 
Bryan J. Curtis 
Matrix Technologies Inc 
419.897.7206 
bjcurtis@matrixti.com 
 
Vice Chair 
Dominic Wilson 
Owens Community College 
567.661.2098 
dominic_wilson@Owens.edu 
 
Secretary 
Brandon Boltz 
Owens-Illinois 
brandon.boltz@o-i.com 
 
Treasurer 
Jarrad Henson 

PBF Energy 
henson.jarrad@gmail.com 
 
Technical Programs Chair 
Steven L. Root 
American Electric Power 
419.443.4633 
419.443.4604 (FAX) 
slrootpe@ieee.org 
 
 
 
 

Computer/Controls Chapter Chair 
Dominic Wilson 
Owens Community College 
dominic_wilson@Owens.edu 
 
Power Engineering Chapter Chair 
Robert Toth 
Toledo Edison 
419.249.5199 
419.249.5099 (FAX) 
ratoth@firstenergycorp.com 
 
Industry Applications Society Chair 
Gary Waugh 
Retired 
419.350.5479 (mobile) 
gwaugh@accesstoledo.com 
 
IEEE Young Professionals Group 
Chair 
Vamsi Borra 
The University of Toledo 
v.borra.2013@ieee.org 

 
Member at Large 
Richard Molyet 
The University of Toledo 
1.419.332.3885 
richard.molyet@utoledo.edu 
 
Member at Large 
Ed McConnell 
SSOE 
419.255.3830 
emcconnell@ssoe.com 
 

Member at Large 
Andrew (Tom) Nestor 
Retired 
nestortom49@gmail.com 
 
Member at Large 
William Barnhart 
Hancock-Wood Electric Coop. 
1.419.257.5038 
bill@hwe.coop 
  
Member at Large 
Ryan Goolsby 
Hancock - Wood Electric Coop 
419.257.5045 
ryan.goolsby@HWE.coop 
  
Member at Large 
Vamsi Borra 
The University of Toledo 
v.borra.2013@ieee.org 
  
Student Branch Advisor 

Raghav Khanna 
The University of Toledo 
419.530.8183 
419.530.8146 (FAX) 
Raghav.khanna@utoledo.edu 
 
Webmasters 
Vamsi Borra 
v.borra.2013@ieee.org 
Dominic Wilson 
dominic_wilson@Owens.edu 
 

 


