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Practice Analysis Task Force (PATF) 2-3 

Face to Face Meetings, Teleconferences

� 4-5 December 2006, meeting with 16 of 20 PATF members to 
develop initial draft delineation of Domains of Responsibility, 
Tasks, and Knowledge for the certification initiative. (12 
industry, 4 academic, from 7 different countries.)

� Teleconferences

� 21-22 May 2007, meeting with 16 of 20 member PATF to 
incorporate focus group and independent reviewer feedback 
and finalize the delineation.



Regional Focus Groups

� Schedule for 2007 Regional Focus Groups
– Feb15/16 Barcelona, 2 groups @ 3GSM 

– Mar 7/8 Lima, 2 groups @ IEEE Region 9

– Mar 14/15 Hong Kong, 2 groups @ WCNC

– Mar 22/25 Kuala Lumpur & Kota Kinabalu,

Malaysia @ IEEE Region 10 

– March 27/28 Orlando, 2 groups @ CTIA Wireless

– April 14 Sofia, Bulgaria @ IEEE Region 8



Focus Group Participation

� Organized by Jack at 3GSM, John at WCNC, Celia at Regional 

meetings, Rolf Frantz (Industry consultant) at CTIA

� 7-14 at each session

� Typically > than 90% from industry 

� Sessions scheduled for 2-3 hours have run 3+ hours with high level of 

interest and participation.

� Celia ran Regional meetings, Sandy Greenberg (PES) ran the others.



2007 Progress



Independent Reviewers

� A task force of 55 independent (volunteer) reviewers 
currently active in the Wireless Communications 
industries began work on 23 March 2007.

� Independent reviewers each had a 2-3 hour task.  
Their input and the focus group results was reviewed 
on 21st and 22nd at the PATF2 meeting in NYC.



Technical Experts

� A Validation Survey based on the final version of the 
Delineation will be sent to over 5000 industry professionals with 
the purpose of validating the Delineation against actual work 
experiences captured in the Survey. 

� Using the validated delineation as a framework, technical 
experts throughout the industry will write questions based on 
selected portions.

� A base of 600+ questions will be compiled, from which a 
predetermined number of questions will be selected for each 
testing session.



Industry Advisory Board

� Throughout the process of developing the certification exam, a 
board of advisors will be recruited consisting of senior members
of both large and small companies in the wireless industry.

� This board will provide guidance as to the needs of their 
companies and how they intend to make use of the certification.

� Industry input and support will be invaluable to the success of 
any certification project. 

� Most important (Critical) Goal: A substantial list of “early 
endorsing” companies



Next Steps- Phase One

Phase One: Development of Test Specifications

� Validation Survey
– Pilot Version – Review Pilot Results

– Fine Tune Survey

– Mass Distribution Version, 5000+ on-line mailings

� Finalization of Validated Delineation

� Prepare Test Specifications

� Create “Style Guide” Item Writers - includes how to write good “wrong”
answers also known as “distracters”



Next Steps- Phase Two

Phase Two: Item and Exam Development

� Create Glossary of Terms

� Determine Test Reference Materials

� Create Item Database – Up to 100 SMEs

� Review and Validate Items – Item Review Committee

� Compile Examination – Exam Committee

� Give initial test, determine Passing Point for Exam 



Upcoming Deliverables

� WEBOK: A Wireless Engineering Body of Knowledge will be created 
as a study tool for the exam. This BOK will not directly reference the 
exam in order to comply with the requirements set forth by ANSI 
regulations.

� Certification Candidate Handbook: Will be available to anyone looking 
for information about the WCET. Included application process, 
reference materials lists, and descriptions of areas of knowledge 
included in exam.

� Practice Tests: There will be two sorts of practices test created. The 
first available will be samples of the types of questions that could be 
used on the actual exam. The second that will eventually become 
available will be created from actual questions that have been used on 
the exam but have since been retired.
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Com Soc  is  deve lop ing  a  ce rtific a tion  p rog ram  in  
W ire le ss  C omm un ica tio ns  Eng in ee ring  
T echno logy  (W CET ). 
 

Certific a tio n : a  des ign a tion  ea rned  by  a  pe rson  

to  ce rtify  tha t s /he  is  qua lifie d  to  pe rfo rm  a  job . 
C e rtific a tion  in d ica tes  tha t, in  the  v iew  o f th e  
ce rt ify in g  body , th e  ind iv idua l has  a  spe cific  se t 

o f k now le dge , sk ills , and /o r ab ilities . P ro fe ss ion a l ce rtific a tions  a re  
awa rd ed  b o th  b y p ro fe ss iona l bo d ie s  and  by  co rp o ra tions . 
 

Ou r env is ioned  IE EE  ce rtific a te  ho lde r is  an  eng ine e rin g  p rac titio ne r 
w ith  a  b ache lo r le ve l deg re e  in  E E  o r a  re la ted  fie ld , w ith  3 -5  yea rs  o f 
e xpe rience , w o rk ing  in  any  indu s try  an d  an yw he re  in  the  w o rld . 
 

 

THE  “P ATF”  

A  P rac tic e  A na lys is  Task  F o rce  (PA TF ) com p rise d  o f 16  w ire le ss  
p ro fess io na ls  from  a round  the  g lobe  m e t in  D ecem be r 2 006  to  
deve lop  a  d ra ft  de linea tion  o f the  d om a in s  (a re as  o f re spo ns ib ility ), 
ta s ks , a nd  know le dge  tha t m igh t be  expec ted  o f e ng inee ring  
p rac tition e rs seek ing  W CET  ce rtifica tio n . Th is  d ra ft de lin ea tion  
unde rwen t a  de ta iled  re v iew  (see  “S o lic iting  F eedback ” b e low ) b y  
ind us try  e xpe rts  and  expe rienced  w ire le ss  p ra c titione rs . (C lick  he re  
to  see  a  lis t o f the  PA TF  m em be rs  a nd  p ho tos .) 
 

In  M ay  2007 , th e  P ATF  recon vened  to  d iscuss  a ll o f the  comm en ts  
from  the  Fo cus  G rou ps  and  Ind ependen t R e viewe rs . Th ey  rev ised  
the  d e line a tion  in  num e rous  w a ys , b ene fitin g  from  the  d e ta iled  a nd  
thou gh tfu l comm en ts  they  re ce ived . The  re v ised  d e line a tion  w ill 
so on  b e  te s te d  v ia  a  P ilo t S u rvey . C lick  h e re  to  ind ica te  yo u r 
in te res t in  p a rtic ip a ting  in  th is  P ilo t Su rve y. 

 

 
M arke ting  M anager 
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Jean  N ib le tt 

 SO L IC IT ING  FEEDBACK  

As  pa rt o f the  deve lo pm ent o f th e  de linea tio n , fe edback  w as  so lic ited  th rough  Focus  G ro ups  he ld  a t indu s try  an d  
IEEE  m ee tin gs  a rou nd  the  w o rld , and  th rou gh  d e ta ile d  comm en ts  p rov ided  by  Ind ependen t R e viewe rs . 

F ocus  G ro ups  cons is ting  o f e xp e rie nced  w ire le ss  p ra c tition e rs  d is cusse d  th e  de linea tio n  in  sess ion s  la s ting  tw o  
hou rs  a nd  long e r, an d  sha re d  th e ir de ta ile d  sugges tions  rega rd ing  its  s truc tu re  and  con ten t. T hese  g roups  m e t 
du ring  the  fo llow ing  ind us try  co n fe ren ces  and  IEEE  R eg ion a l m ee tings : 

•   3GSM , B a rce lona , S pa in , Fe b rua ry  15  &  1 6   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho tos  

•   IE EE  R eg io n  9 , L im a , P e ru , M a rch  7   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho tos  

•   W CNC , H ong  K ong , M a rch  14  &  15   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho tos  

•   IE EE  R eg ion  1 0 , M a lays ia , M a rch  22  &  25   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho to  

•   C T IA  W IRELESS , O rla ndo , F lo rida , U SA , M a rch  27  &  28   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho tos  

•   IE EE  R eg io n  8 , S o fia , B u lga ria , A p ril 14  &  15   P a rt ic ip an ts  / P ho to  

In  a dd itio n , a  dozen  in dus try  expe rts  p ro v ided  fee dback  as  Independen t R ev iew e rs . They  ea ch  sp en t se ve ra l 
hou rs  re v iew ing  the  de line a tion  a nd  p ro v id ing  ve ry  de ta ile d  fe edback  o n  bo th  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f the  de lin ea tion  
and  the  in d iv idua l ta sk  an d  know le dge  s ta tem en ts . (L is t o f R ev iewe rs ) 



Want to participate, keep up to date?

� To participate: http://www.comsoc.org/cert  and follow the link 

to the Pilot Survey , 

� To stay current: click on copies of monthly   “Certification 

Corner” column in Communications Magazine

Or Email…

� Celia, c.desmond@ieee.org or

� Jack, j.howell@comsoc.org


