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                    CHAIR’S REPORT 
 

EEE SAS continues to be active.  On March 9, Dr. Mario 
Barbacci presented part of the Distinguished Visitors Program 

(DVP) on “Software Quality Attributes”.  The session was a joint 
IEEE - ASQ session with about 20 attendees.   
 

We are still working on our initiative to promote science and 
engineering education in high schools.  We are developing plans 
and relationships with various Boards of Education. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the IEEE 2005 Electrical Safety, 
Technical and Mega Projects Workshop, which is to be hosted 
by the Northern Canada Section in Edmonton in October.  We 
encourage IEEE and non IEEE members involved in mega projects 
to attend.  Our web page contains information about this workshop. 
 

The 2005 Region 7 Meeting was in Saskatoon during the weekend 
of April 30 followed by the Canadian Conference on Electrical and 
Computer Engineering(CCECE) from May 1 – May 5.  Items 
passed at the Region Meeting include the formation of a 
Technology Policy Committee whose mandate and budget are to be 
determined in Vancouver in September, the 2005 Region 7 Budget, 
and three main items of importance to Region 7 for discussion at 
the Sections Congress in October.  The main items focus on 
retaining members and attracting volunteers. 
 

On Wednesday, May 18, Mr. Robert Gezelter will be in Calgary 
presenting another Distinguished Visitor Lecture of the 
Distinguished Visitors Program (DVP) to the SAS.  The title of his 
presentation is, “Architectural Techniques for Interoperability and 
Co-Existence”.  The presentation is at the DeVry Institute of 
Technology campus, Room 108, at 7:00 pm. 
 

IEEE is always looking for volunteers.  If you want to contribute to 
an activity or an event, or you would like to volunteer for IEEE 
SAS in any capacity, please contact a member of the executive.   
IEEE SAS has been developed with many active local societies 
whose members contribute much to their effectiveness.  The 
rewards of volunteering are many. 
 

Lawrence Whitby 
Section Chair 

 

2005 IEEE SAS EXECUTIVE DINNER & 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
ur 2005 IEEE Southern Alberta Section Executive Dinner & 
Presentations were held on March 19. There were 21 

Section Executives and guests in attendance. In addition to our 
Section, Chapter and Student Branch executives, there were two 
guests of honor from IEEE Region 7, Mr. William Kennedy 
(President, IEEE Canada) and Mr. Rob Anderson (Treasurer, IEEE 
Canada). 

 
Highlight of the evening includes a delicious dinner, great 
networking and formal presentations on Student Branch Supports 
and Robotics Chapter Support. Feedbacks from this function were 
extremely positive and the various presentations were recorded in 
the following photos. 
 

Lawrence Whitby (IEEE SAS 
Chair), left, presented the Annual 
Student Branch Support ($500) to 
Mark Campbell (Chair of IEEE U 
of C Student Branch). 

 
Philip Choy (IEEE SAS Vice 
Chair), left, presented the 
Annual Student Branch 
Support ($500) to Sundeep 
Dhaliwahl (Chair of IEEE 
DeVry Student Branch). 

 
On behalf of IEEE SAS, 
William Kennedy (President, 
IEEE Canada), left, presented 
the Robotics Chapter Support 
($1,500) to Peter Bovell (Chair 
of IEEE SAS Robotics (RAS) 
Chapter). 

 
 
IEEE COMPUTER/ASQ 
CHAPTER MEETINGS  

  
*********************  2005 ********************* 

 
he Software Quality Discussion Group meets every two 
weeks, from September through May, at the Calgary campus 

of the DeVry Institute. All sessions are free and advance 
registration is not required. Our meetings alternate between Open 
Discussion and Best Practices sessions. 
 

MAY 18 Architectural Techniques for Interoperability and Co-
existence 

Best Robert Gezelter, IEEE Distinguished Visitor Program 
Invited Speaker 

 

JUN 01 Annual Planning Session 
   
All Meetings are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. Room 103, DeVry 
Institute of Technology 2700 3rd Avenue S.E.  
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COMMTTAP / CASSSC 
              CHAPTER NEWS 
 
n May 4th CASSSC, together with COMMTTAP, held a 
lunchtime speaker event at the University of Calgary. As 

part of the IEEE distinguished visitor program, Dr. Mohamad 
Sawan of Ecole Polytechnique de Montreal spoke on the topic of 
Advanced Techniques to Build Smart Implantable Medical 
Devices. Dr. Sawan currently holds a Canadian Research Chair in 
Smart Medical Devices and is a fellow of the IEEE. An abstract of 
his talk follows. 
 

ABSTRACT  
These biomedical circuits and systems topics cover the techniques 
and methods employed to build ultra low-power low-voltage high 
reliability building blocks dedicated to implement advanced 
implantable and wirelessly controlled micro-systems such as 
sensors and micro-stimulators. The lectures cover typical micro-
devices and focus their principal building blocks such as power  
link, bidirectional data link, different types of modulators and 
demodulators, voltage regulators, integrators and filters, multi-
voltage supply, building blocks for measurement of several in vivo 
parameters, DACs, ADCs, and case studies of cortical implantable 
micro devices. Specific topics are: 
  

* Power link design using RFIC  * External controllers  
* Implantable receivers    * Power supply management  
* Wireless measurement modules  * Case studies  
 

Please note that CASSSC is still looking for members of either the 
Circuits and Systems Society or Solid-State Circuits Society. If you 
want to become more involved, or simply want your name added to 
the email list please contact calgary.casssc@ieee.org 

 

NEW IEEE SENIOR MEMBERS IN SAS 
 
t the end of April 2005, two of our long-time members, Mr. 
Robert (Bob) J. Satnik and Dr. Wael Badawy have officially 

become IEEE Senior Members. On behalf of IEEE Southern 
Alberta Section, I would like to congratulate Bob and Wael on their 
successful 'Membership Elevation' from IEEE Member to IEEE 
Senior Member. All the Best to Bob and Wael ... 
 

Daniel Wong, P.Eng., SMIEEE 
(IEEE SAS Treasurer) 
 

POWER ENGINEERING CHAPTER 
 
          he PES and IAS sections are planning meetings for the May       
          and June of this year.  Details are being finalized and 
notification will be sent via e-mail the week of May 2nd.  The 
meetings will be held at SAIT.  The presentation topics are: 
 

·  Arc Flash – May 20, 2005 – 11:30 to 13:30  
·  Load Forecasting Techniques – May 24, 2005 – 11:30 to 13:30 
 

The PES and IAS are also making arrangement for a two evening 
session on Transformer and Generator protection. This has been 
scheduled for two evenings (17:00 to 21:30) of June 14 and 15, 
2005. This two day seminar will be led by Charles Mozina and 
Tom Beckwith of Beckwith Electric and will be held at SAIT.  
Details are also being finalized and notification will be sent via e-
mail the week of May 2nd.  
 

Roger A. Argeñal, P.Eng. 
Power Engineering Chapter Chair 

CONTACT LIST 
 

SECTION OFFICERS 
Chair: Lawrence Whitby 
 Phone: (403)207-3142  Fax: (403)207-6225 
 e-mail: lwhitby@mail.cal.devry.ca  
Past Chair: Vaughn Schuler 
 Phone: (403)207-3126  Fax: (403)207-6225 
          e-mail: vschuler@ieee.org 
Vice Chair: Philip Choy 
 Phone: (403)606-8322 
 e-mail: CPChoy@ieee.org 
 Secretary: Dr. Alejandro Ramirez-Serrano 
 Phone: (403)220-3632  Fax: (403)282-8406 
 e-mail: aramirez@enme.ucalgary.ca 
Treasurer: Danny Wong 
 Phone: (403)214-4471  Fax: (403)287-9237 
 e-mail: daniel.wong@ps.ge.com 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Education Activities Chair: Peter E.F. Bovell 
 Phone: (403)568-4568  Fax: (403)207-6225 
 e-mail:  peter.bovell@biotronelectronics.ca  
Membership Chair: Serban Joseph Sporea 
 e-mail: sis@ieee.org 
Newsletter Editor: Suzanne Piersen 
 Phone: (403)568-4568  Fax: (403)568-4569  
 e-mail: suzanne41@shaw.ca 
Women In Engineering Coordinator: Colette Bielech 
 Phone: (403)276-8143 
   e-mail: c.bielech@computer.org 
Webmaster: David Alisch 
 Phone: (403)519-0917   
 e-mail: slisch@computer.org 
 

STUDENT BRANCH COUNSELORS 
U of C: Dr. Elise Fear 
 Phone: (403)210-5413  Fax: (403)282-6855 
 e-mail: fear@enel.ucalgary.ca 
IEEE U of C Reps: Shaun Stevens & Mark Campbell 
 e-mail: grondar@ieee.org 
 e-mail: mark@pyro.ca 
DeVry: Peter E.F. Bovell 
 Phone: (403)207-3182  Fax: (403)207-6225 
 e-mail:  pbovell@mail.cal.devry.ca  
IEEE DeVry Rep: James Isbister 
 e-mail: jamesisbister@yahoo.ca 
 

CHAPTER CHAIRS 
 
Power Engineering (PE31/IA34): Roger A. Argenal, P.Eng. 
 Phone: (403)226-6694  Fax: (403)226-6694 
 e-mail: RArgenal@nicanec.com 
Engineering Medicine (EMBS): Lawrence Whitby 
 Phone: (403)207-3142  Fax: (403)207-6225 
 e-mail: lwhitby@mail.cal.devry.ca  
Circuits and Systems/Solid State Circuits:  Caitlin Davis 
 Phone: (403)210-1353 
 e-mail: calgary.casssc@ieee.org 
Communications (COM 19): Dr. Elise Fear 
 Phone: (403)210-5413  Fax: (403)282-6855 
 e-mail: fear@enel.ucalgary.ca 
Computer Chapter (C16): Dr. Wael Badawy 
 Phone: (403)220-8357  Fax: (403)282-6855 
 e-mail: badawy@ucalgary.ca 
Robotics & Automation (RA 024): Peter E.F.  Bovell 
 Phone: (403)568-4568  Fax: (403)568-4569 
 e-mail: peter.bovell@biotronelectronics.ca  
 

VISIT US at  http://sas.ieee.ca 
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