CHAIR'S REPORT

W ell, we are well into 2006 and there are some rengs
to tell you. Recently the Southern Alberta Secseh up
an IEEE email alias, sas@ieee.org, to which we wage
Southern Alberta Section members to send emailstems of
interest, concerns, or some other information eelato IEEE
Southern Alberta Section. We are excited abow tiffering
because it will allow us to keep in touch with oadividual
members.

We are also working on our newsletter for member3he
drawbacks of the current newsletter format are grgw The
newsletter is not distributed often enough to contdmely
information that relates to ongoing activities inughern Alberta
Section.  The expense of mailing out approximat&0
newsletters is high and rising. The need to chamgeowing from
our need to communicate properly and timely with members.
Therefore, we are planning to use a service offesetEEE called
Enotice to electronically distribute our newsletter individual
members of the Southern Alberta Section. We stwitinue to
upload electronic newsletters onto our website.e BRnefits are
obvious: we can send out more frequent newslettard
announcements to our members. The intended rissthiat our
members will be more in touch with what is going nthe
Section. Our first electronic newsletter will béstdbuted in
September, 2006.

Now, the timing of the set up of sas@ieee.org dmddectronic
newsletter are not coincidental. It was decided thanging from
a paper newsletter to an electronic newsletterlé&ge change and
we need feedback on a change of this nature. Thathy
sas@ieee.org was set up, so that individual memébens send
emails to the Southern Alberta Executive with thle@ughts on the
newsletter change or any other Section item. Véa t respond to
every email within a reasonable amount of time. thAs list of
guestions and feedback grows, we shall post sont@ liks onto
our website.

The Region 7 (IEEE Canada) Spring Meeting was ticérld in
Ottawa. | represented the Southern Alberta Seetfothe Section
Chair. The outcomes from the Fall meeting and items were
discussed and subsequent action items were dedkelope

The first item, and most important item, was a yaver from the

Fall meeting. It relates to IEEE Canada revenuk raembership
fees. All fees paid to IEEE by members and alateb from IEEE
to Sections are in U.S. dollars. The recent stfeigthe Canadian
dollar has been a boon for members because whit€ Ifees in

U.S. dollars have not risen significantly, the G#iaa dollar

strength has caused fees from Canada to actuateatee.

The dollar strength, however, has led to a redndtiche Canadian
dollar value of the rebates to IEEE Canada fromHEEThis has
caused IEEE Canada to examine the way it does dmssiand to
look at all means of mitigating the impact of lesgenue.

At the Fall meeting, decisions were made that woréduce
operating expenses of IEEE Canada. At the Sprimgtimg,
discussions continued along the same line. Itchear that further
operational cuts would affect some member servicEbere are
also operational guidelines and policies regardiegenues and
expenses to which IEEE Canada must adhere. Disosss
continued through the Spring 06 meeting on manystéhat affect
revenue and expense. After examining many alteemtit was
decided that the IEEE Canada Assessment would ibedrérom
$15.00 to $19.00. This decision was made neitfgdrtly nor
hastily and many attempts were made to find otheama of
cutting expenses or raising revenues. It was ddehs given the
strength of the Canadian dollar and the sacrifibas have already
been made, raising the assessment was the best aptilable.

Other items of interest at the IEEE Canada meetalgted to
strategies for attracting new members and raisiigEl Canada’s
profile. The Southern Alberta Section has a goodrkimg

relationship with our neighboring Sections and weto build on

these relationships.

IEEE is always looking for volunteers. If you argerested in
volunteering your time for any position on the Swmuh Alberta
Executive or if you would like to help out with oé our events,
please let us know. The Section Executive contacts listed
elsewhere in this newsletter.

Lawrence Whitby
Section Chair

IEEE GOLD
SOUTHERN ALBERTA SECTION

I EEE is the Institute of Electrical and ElectroniEsgineers,

the world’s largest technical organization of pesienals with
over 380,000 members in 150 countries. Since iginoég in
1884, the Institute has played a vital role in ambiag the theory
and application of electro-technology and allie@sces. Today, it
publishes over thirty percent of the World’s liteen@ on electrical,
electronics and computer engineering. It has seageal catalyst for
technological innovation and supported the needgsomembers
through a wide variety of programs and services.

IEEE Graduates of the Last Decade (Gold) programrnslatively
new addition to IEEE’'s member services startingl®05. As
apparent from its name, IEEE Gold is designed $patly for



electro-technology professionals who graduated hie kast ten
years. It is an important step in addressing thigue needs of
young engineers who demand technical as well astexmical
development. Newly graduate engineers look to IE&Ecareer
guidance, job search, networking opportunities gmefsonal

management. Young employed engineers look to IEBE f

leadership opportunities and local social actigiiie addition to the
research and technology information.

IEEE Southern Alberta Section (SAS) has an actietd Gffinity
group with over 160 members in the region. Cur@AS Gold
Committee that plans and organizes Gold activibesl events
consists of four members: Ahsan Upal, P.Eng., Eweiken,
Carley Duerr, and Ryan Carnahan. Gold holds a nurabemall
events throughout the year.

Its last event was held in September consisting gfiided tour of
AltaLink’s 240kV Janet Substation in the SE of Galg The

substation hosts 240kV and 138kV voltages and segplower to
Calgary. The four hour long guided tour gave visita chance to
see components of Alberta’s Interconnected Electigstem
(AIES) in operation. Participants were introducedhtgh voltage
components and associated low voltage protectiorcositrol,

SCADA and teleprotection. The tour proved to beua éutdoor
learning opportunity.

For 2006, a number of events are planned includirtgchnical
luncheon, social evening out, site visit and ancatlanal session.
All Gold events are open to everyone. Cost of ditenis usually
free for all IEEE members. More information on etgeis available
on Gold’s website.

Gold offers many opportunities for volunteeringhelp organize

events and bring new life to the electrical, elecits and computer
engineering community. If you are interested inunbéering please

contact me at ahsan@ieee.org. For more informatlmout SAS
Gold please visit us online at http://www.ieee.saggold/.

Ahsan Upal, P.Eng.
Gold Chair, South Alberta Section

BANFF 2009 - A COLORFUL
CONFERENCE FOR THE IEEE COLOR
BOOKS PEOPLE

Industrial & Commercial Power System (I&CPS)

I he
Department is one of the most active Departmentth@n

Industry Application Society of the IEEE. Actiw8 of the
Department include the preparation and maintenasfcéhe 13
Color Book Standards of the IEEE. These color Bowmiclude
“Recommended Practices” on Industrial Power Systems
Distribution (Red Book) Protection (Buff Book), Pew System
Studies (Brown Book), Grounding (Green Book), Rality (Gold
Book) and so on. The Department also sponsorsiieaihpapers
on the same topics. Both the technical paper ptasens and the
Standards Work Group Meetings take place in thaiant&CPS
Conference in May each year as well as in the |ASegl
conference in October each year. In the Year ZDdlgary / Banff
will host the 1&CPS Conference (May 2009).

We are seeking volunteers to participate in theal.&onference
Committee as members as well as committee exesuiVice
Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Activity Chair, etdf)you are an
IEEE member or student member in the SAS and wdbladto
participate in the activities of the 1&CP May 2009cal
Committee, please write to the Committee Chair eeklrifaat
@ieee.org. The Local Committee will meet for thestfitime in
September 2006.

Rasheek Rifaat
Committee Chair
I&CPS Conference May 2009

PRESENTATION OF ICF
(IEEE CANADA FOUNDATION)
SCHOLARSHIP

' % &"(



IEEE DEVRY
STUDENT CHAPTER NEWS

T expanded its activities to include a combined Coapu
Systems and Business student group. This grougbeittamed the
DeVry Business Society (DBS). The DBS group hasaaly
achieved success by representing DeVry at the Adrgn
Canadian Entrepreneurship (ACE) Annual event focoupng
entrepreneurs, held in Toronto May™5The students won the
“Innovation Award for Technology” on their UVS rotics
designs.

In other news the 20 students from IDSC attendedréicent AB
AGM Aerospace conference held at the Coast Plazay (8 —

11" where they displayed their robots for the upcamin

Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems IntermatigAUVSI)

competitions. DeVry teams will compete in the AUV&ar in all
four sponsored for student events in the two agrialips of AAV
and IARC, underwater AUVGC and the ground IGVC eéhi
events (pbovell@mail.cal.devry.ca)

ROBOTICS AND AUTOMATION
SOCIETY NEWS

T he RAS has been active in working with the AB A
UVS group in hosting four speakers at the annualAGhe
speakers are from a cross section of Industry aratiémia. Topics
were “UGV research” at the U. of Calgary presertgdr. Alex
Ramirez Serrano. “Application of UAV’s in civilianirspace” by
Dr. Tad McGeer of the U. of Washington, and inclidér. Bob
Byron the GM of General Atomics, which examined tbke of the
Predator UAV in “Aerial Reconnaissance”
(peter.bovell@biotronelectronics.ca)

Final speaker was, Lt. Col. Gord Smith, Commandecharge of
UVS appropriations group for DND. Gord spoke onwhder view
of DND strategic thinking for deployment of UAVs&iJGVs in
the Canadian context for drone deployment overs€sd is
decision maker on Air Requirements support for #iearm of
DND. All speakers were introduced by Mr. Bob Palm&Meggitt
Defence Systems of Medicine Hat. Other activitieis tyear will
see more speaker nights held at the U. of Calgatlyer and hosted
by Dr. Chris McNab, see upcoming announcementsM2iab is
very active in hosting RAS speaker nights and ay fenefit from
his meetings. Recent topics include: Solar RobRtdhot Rounds
and Biped Walking robots. (cmacnab@ucalgary.ca)

he IEEE DeVry Calgary Student Chapter (IDCSC) has
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e-mail: lwhitby@mail.cal.devry.ca

Circuits and Systems/Solid State Circuits: Caitldavis
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VISIT US athttp://ewh.ieee.org/r7/southern_alberta/index.html



