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MyIEEE Profile — Soha Jawabreh
I am a graduate student of 
Computer Engineering at Uni-
versity of Sharjah in United 
Arab Emirates. I joined IEEE 
in my last semester in the 
university by an advice of one 
of my professors in the col-
lege. I helped set up the IEEE 
and WIE Student Branches at 
the University of Sharjah. 

After graduation, I kept 
in contact with my profes-
sor and asked to help the 
students in their activities. 
I kept in touch with WIE af-
finity group members here in 

UAE and the chair nominated 
me on November 2007 for 
the position of WIE Secre-
tary in Sharjah. I follow up 
all student activities in Shar-
jah, and I write reports for all 
IEEE and WIE newsletters.

I am now an official mem-
ber in IEEE, WIE, GOLD and 
Computer Society groups. 
Volunteering in IEEE is a 
great opportunity for me to 
improve my personal and 
professional strengths.

Soha Jawabreh 
soha_j@sharjah.ac.ae

During 6–8 September last 
year, the 4th IEEE Interna-
tional Workshop on Intelligent 
Data Acquisition and Ad-
vanced Computing Systems: 
Technology and Applications 
(IDAACS’2007) was held in 
Dortmund, Germany.

Anatoly Sachenko, ICS, 
and Peter Reusch, UASFD, 
were co-chairs. The workshop 
was a collaboration between 
Ternopil National Economic 
University, Ukraine (www.ta-
net.edu.te.ua), and the Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences, 
Fachhochschule Dortmund, 
Germany (www.fh-dortmund.
de). 120 participants from 
36 countries attended.

IDAACS’07 Organising 
Committee would like to 
thank TNEU, UASFD, IEEE 
Instrumentation & Measure-
ment Society, RWE Systems 
AG, the Deutsche Forsc-
hungsgemeinschaft, DSW21, 
and Anna and Hermann Re-
usch Foundation which sup-
ported the workshop. 

We also thank IEEE Com-
putational Intelligence Soci-
ety, State International Com-
mittee of Science and Culture 
at the National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine for the 
technical cooperation.

Pavlo Bykovyy
IEEE SB Chair

ieeesb@tanet.edu.te.ua

An Open Week was held 
from 30 March to 1 April at 
the College of Engineering in 
the University of Sharjah. The 
event was a mix of technical 
talks, competitions and in-
troductions to IEEE, with the 
aim of directing students to-
ward Electrical and Computer 
Engineering programmes. 

During the whole week, 
an IEEE registration desk was 
set up with booths for each 
Society and a data show to 
demonstrate some clips to 
encourage engineering stu-
dents to register in IEEE.

At the opening ceremony 
the IEEE UoS Student Branch 
President, Abdulla Abu Ab-
doun, spoke about the IEEE 
and its Student Branch, and 
about the week ahead.

On the second day, a 
workshop about GUI Matlab 
was given by the student Si-
nan Al Sheikh, and another 
talk about Ethical Hacking 
given by the student Shawky 
Hanana. On the third day, 
competitions between doc-
tors and students were held.

Soha Jawabreh
soha@ieee.org

IEEE Shoubra Faculty of 
Engineering Student Branch, 
Benha University, Egypt, cel-
ebrated its third anniversary 
on 7–8 April. 

More than 400 students 
took part from Benha Uni-
versity and other Egyptian 
universities such as Monofia 
University, High Institute of 
Technology and Shoubra Fac-
ulty of Engineering. 

An impressive list of 
speakers from industry in-
cluded Mohamed Badran 
(Alcan Telecom), Ayman Ab-

del Razik (Microsoft Egypt), 
and Ahmed Hashim (founder, 
Etisalat Egypt). Their sub-
jects included IC fabrication, 
new applications for robots, 
what’s new in MS Vista, and 
Java pros and cons.

Nahel Amira (ex-IEEE 
GOLD Chair), Ashraf Hafez 
(EE Dept), Mohamed Adel 
(Student Rep) and Mahyn-
our Mohamed (SB Chair) 
contributed. 

Highlights of the event 
included a ‘Made in Egypt’ 
competition, IEEE GOLD 

activities, and a recruitment 
session called IEEE Life, 
combining various events, 
short screenings and other 
Student Branches’ experi-
ences.

This event was organised 
under the supervision of 
Prof Nevin Darwish (Student 
Activities Committee Chair, 
Egypt Section) and Dr Naser 
Abdel Rahim (EE Dept and 
Student Branch Counsellor).

Mahynour Mohamed
IEEE SSB Chair

Benha University, Egypt

Latex software is a wide-
ly used scientific instrument 
to create different types of 
documents. Getting in touch 
with LaTeX early in their stud-
ies is helpful for students 
since writing reports or mas-
ter thesis is simplified. 

IEEE SB Vienna held a 
LaTeX tutorial for students 
(including students from 
other countries via the ERAS-
MUS program). The course 

was divided into theoretical 
and practical parts (hands-
on-training). At the end, the 
students formatted a docu-
ment with all the necessary 
LaTeX elements that a scien-
tific paper needs. 

Feedback from the stu-
dents indicates that they 
feel much less daunted by 
LaTeX after the course. Par-
ticipants included students 
from China, Turkey, Bosnia, 
Poland and Austria. 

We also explained about 
IEEE student membership 
and its advantages.

Ertl Dominik
Vienna IEEE SB Chair

ertl@ict.tuwien.ac.at

University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates:

IEEE Open Week at UOS

Benha University, Egypt:

Student Branch celebrates anniversary

Students took part in competitions during the event

University of Applied Sciences, 
Fachhochschule Dortmund, Germany:

West meets East during 
international workshop

Vienna Student Branch, Austria:

LaTeX tutorial attracts interest in Region 8
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Picture Quiz Email your entry to r8news@ieee.org with the subject R8 News July Quiz 
by 15 August 2008. The prize is an IEEE T-shirt or equivalent.

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Thanks to all who participated 
in the March 2008 issue Photo 
Quiz. There were many good an-
swers and many from webWikis. 

An interesting entry was 
received from Senior Member 
Michel Mardiguian who writes:

“Congratulations for having 
displayed this rare sketch of the 
first official, long range use of 
Chappe’s telegraph.

“The Lille-Paris link was not 
the first demonstration of the 
semaphore feasability. Several 

short haul links had been suc-
cessfully operated by the Chappe 
brothers, Claude, Abraham and 
Ignace, starting 1790, to convince 
the French revolutionary govern-
ment – ‘La Convention’ – and get 
the significant budget needed for 

erecting the 16 substations (we 
would say today ‘repeaters’) of the 
160km Paris-Lille link.

“Transmittal took approxi-
mately 15 minutes. Your Fig. 2 
legend is not completely accu-
rate. In fact, the watching officer 
in each intermediate station does 
not translate each word to pass 
it to the operator downstairs. 
He simply indicates the arms 
position that the operator has to 
quickly replicate, using the cranks 
and winch. This way, the entire 
‘bucket-brigade’ process along 
the line is fast.

“Chappe had even invented 
concepts like ‘acknowledge-
ment’, ‘request to send’, etc. For 
instance, a given substation ‘A’ 
would keep the arms in position 
until he was sure that the next re-
ceiving station ‘B’ has reproduced 
the figure correctly and so on.”

Readers are invited to 
the IEEE HISTELCON 
2008, IEEE History of 
Electrotechnology Conference 
in Paris, France, 11–12 
September 2008.

How can we keep ourselves 
up to date without spending 
too much time visiting many 
conferences? Power Electron-
ics Society (PELS) thinks it 
has the answer.

PELS observes that in-
dustry and academics have 
different demands. Indus-
trial colleagues constrained 
by time may be able to at-
tend only a single conference 
whereas academics might be 
obliged to attend several.

The main problem for col-
leagues from industry is of-
ten not the travel cost or par-
ticipation fees, but the lack 
of time. Many well-known 
conferences supported by 
industry are limited to three 
days or less. 

For academics, the 
situation is different. In 
many countries, academ-
ics are ranked according to 
the number of articles they 
have published, so confer-
ence contributions are usu-
ally a first step to a journal 
paper which is essential for 
their rank. So running fewer 

conferences would not nec-
essarily meet the interest of 
academics. 

The PELS idea is to per-
form only one main confer-
ence in each field of interest, 
but hold them in each of the 
main regions of the world.

Members from industry 
could then be encouraged 
to attend the conference in 
their own region. Industrial 

companies should be able to 
send their specialist(s) to that 
one conference being con-
veniently held in their neigh-
bourhood. Academics might 
also attend the conferences 
in other parts of the world, 
and present their research 
results all over the globe.

PELS and four IAS com-
mittees plan a new main con-
ference in America covering 

the areas of Power Electronics 
and Electrical Drives called 
ECCE (Energy Conversion 
Conference and Exposition) 
in September 2009 in San 
José, California, USA. 

Former conferences such 
as PESC will be cancelled. 

In Asia, China, Japan and 
Korea already have signed an 
agreement with a main con-
ference circulating between 
their countries on an annual 
basis.

In Europe (Region 8), 
negotiations between PELS 
and EPE (European Power 
Electronics Association) for 
a main annual conference on 
Power Electronics and Appli-
cations are in progress.

PELS activities want to 
increase their member ben-
efits. Other societies and 
chapters in Region 8 may 
agree that the idea of con-
centrating the conference 
jungle is a good issue for 
them as well.

Ralph Kennel
IEEE Germany Section

manuel.kennel@ieee.org

University of 
Southampton, UK:

Driving a 
winning 
formula
Williams Formula 1 was 
the highlight of this year’s 
calendar for the University 
of Southampton IEEE Stu-
dent Branch. Stuart O’Neill, 
from the Electronics Depart-
ment at the Williams Formula 
1 team, gave an interesting 
and interactive talk on the 
history, state-of-the art, and 
future of electronics in the 
motor sport. 

He brought along a range 
of items, including steering 
wheels and chassis comput-
ers from F1 cars, which stu-
dents were invited to handle 
during and after the talk.

Stuart has been with Wil-
liams for seven years and has 
worked on projects including 
the steering wheel, sub-dash, 
and embedded software de-
sign. He gave an informal his-
tory of electronics in F1, and 
spoke about the implications 
of the 2008 Concorde agree-
ment and the development 
of Kinetic Energy Recovery 
Systems which will make an 
appearance in 2009. He also 
shared anecdotes about the 
design of cars and the poli-
tics of the sport. The seminar, 
one of three in April, attracted 
around 90 attendees. 

The branch runs a full 
calendar of technical and 
careers seminars, along with 
site visits and other events 
throughout the year. To find 
out more about the branch, 
please visit www.ieee.ecs.
soton.ac.uk.

Geoff Merrett
gm04r@ecs.soton.ac.uk

Stuart O’Neill of Williams F1

The picture shows a series of num-
bers based on 20 and the powers of 
20. The Mayan people in ancient Mexico 
considered 20 a special number as it 
represented the number of fingers and 
toes. Also, 5 represented the numbers 
of digits on a hand or foot. 

The dots and the bars probably 
represented pebbles and sticks. What 
kind of calculations were made, and for 
what purposes? Merchants performed 
calculations on the ground or on a flat 
surface. Mayan numbers were written 
from bottom to top, developing upwards. 
As an example, the number 35 would be 
represented as ‘20+15’ or thee bars on 
the bottom row followed by one dot on 
the top ‘1x20’.

The picture above shows examples of 
this with the Mayan invention of ‘nought’ 
or ‘zero’ – a style of shell.

Right, on with the questions: 
a) What are the missing numbers? 
b) How were fractions represented? 
c) Would multiplication be possible?

Email your entries to the address 

shown above, and please include your 
name, member number and address 
with your entry. Good Luck!

Acknowledgements to Michael D 
Coe, The Maya, Thames & Hudson, 
1966. Editors note: Readers are 
invited to send in interesting Quiz and 
Photo Quiz topics for future issues.

Cut through the 
conference jungle
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JULY
VECIMS 2008
IEEE Symposium on Virtual 
Environments, Human-Computer 
Interfaces and Measurement 
Systems
14–16 July 2008
Istanbul, Turkey
http://ewh.ieee.org/soc/im/vecims

IEEE SAM 2008
Sensor Array and Multichannel 
Signal Processing Workshop
21–23 July 2008
Darmstadt, Germany
www.sam2008.org

IEEE SIBIRCON 2008
International Conference on 
Computational Technologies 
in Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering
21–25 July 2008
Novosibirsk, Russia
http://sibircon2008.sibsutis.ru

EUROEM 2008
European Electromagnetics 2008 
Symposium
21–25 July 2008
Lausanne, Switzerland
www.euroem.org

AUGUST
IEEE RO-MAN 2008 
17th IEEE International 
Symposium on Robot And Human 
Interactive Communication
1–3 August 2008
Munich, Germany
www.lsr.ei.tum.de/ro-man2008

IEEE IWCMC 2008
IEEE International Wireless 
Communications and Mobile 
Computing Conference 2008
6–8 August 2008
Chania Crete Island, Greece
http://dropzone.tamu.edu/~xizhang/
IWCMC2008/IWCMC08.html

Optical MEMS & 
Nanophotonics 2008
2008 IEEE/LEOS International 
Conference on Optical MEMS and 
Nanophotonics
11–14 August 2008
Freiburg, Germany
www.ieee.org/organizations/society/
leos/LEOSCONF/MEMS2008

ASMS 2008
4th Advanced Satellite Mobile 
Systems Conference
26–28 August 2008
Bologna, Italy
www.asms2008.org

SBC2008
IEEE Region 8 Student Branch 
and GOLD Congress
28 August – 1 September 2008
London, UK
http://ieee.org/r8sbc2008

SEPTEMBER
UPEC 2008
43rd International Universities 
Power Engineering Conference 
1–4 September 2008
Padova, Italy
www.upec2008.org

IEEE ESTC-2008
Electronics System-Integration 
Technology Conference 
1–4 September 2008
Greenwich, London, UK
www.estc.biz 

LANMAN 2008
16th IEEE Workshop on Local and 
Metropolitian Area Netwoks
3–6 September 2008
Cluj-Napoca, Transylvania, 
Romania
www.ieee-lanman.org

IS 2008
4th IEEE International Conference 
on Intelligent Systems
6–8 September 2008
Golden Sands, Varna, Bulgaria
www.ieee-is.org

EMC Europe 2008
International Symposium on 
Electromagnetic Compatibility 
8–12 September 2008
Hamburg, Germany
http://emceurope2008.org/cms

ELMAR 2008
50th International Symposium 
ELMAR-2008
10–13 September 2008
Zadar, Croatia 
www.elmar-zadar.org

ICUWB 2008
2008 IEEE International 
Conference on Ultra-Wideband
10–12 September 2008
Hannover, Germany 
www.icuwb2008.org

IEEE HISTELCON 2008
IEEE History of Electrotechnology 
Conference
11–12 September 2008
Paris, France
www.isep.fr/histelcon

IEEE ETFA 2008
13th IEEE International 
Conference on Emerging 
Technologies and Factory 
Automation
15–18 September 2008
Hamburg, Germany
www2.hsu-hh.de/aut

IEEE PIMRC 2008
2008 IEEE 19th International 
Symposium on Personal, Indoor 
and Mobile Radio Communications
15–18 September 2008 
Cannes, France
www.pimrc2008.org

IEEE GFP 2008
5th International Conference on 
Group IV Photonics
17–19 September 2008
Sorrento, Italy
www.ieee.org/organizations/society/
leos/LEOSCONF/GFP2008

IROS 2008
IEEE/RSJ 2008 International 
Conference on Intelligent Robots 
and Systems
22–26 September 2008
Nice, France
http://iros2008.inria.fr

OCTOBER
TABLETOP 2008
2008 IEEE International Workshop 
on Horizontal Interactive Human 
Computer System
1–3 October 2008
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
www.ieeetabletop.org

SWiN 2008
First International Workshop on 
Simulators for Wireless Networks
12 October 2008
Avignon, France
http://ieee.org/go/swin2008

WiMob 2008
2008 IEEE International 
Conference on Wireless and 
Mobile Computing, Networking 
and Communications
12–14 October 2008
Avignon, France
www.lia.univ-avignon.fr/wimob2008

CAS 2008
2008 International Semiconductor 
Conference
13–15 October 2008
Sinaia, Romania
www.imt.ro/CAS

PASSIVE 2008
2008 New Trends For 
Environmental Monitoring Using 
Passive Systems
14–17 October 2008
Hyères, French Riviera, France
www.passive08-hyeres.org

IEEE NSS 2008
IEEE 2008 Nuclear Science 
Symposium, Medical Imaging 
Conference and 16th Room 
Temperature Semiconductor 
Detector Workshop
19–25 October 2008  
Dresden, Germany
www.nss-mic.org/2008

EUM Week 2008
European Microwave Week 2008
27–31 October 2008
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
www.eumweek.com

NOVEMBER
NORCHIP 2008
The Nordic Microelectronics Event 
16–17 November 2008
Talinn, Estonia
www.norchip.org 

INMMiC 2008
International Workshop on 
Integrated Nonlinear Microwave 
and Millimetre-wave Circuits
24–25 November 2008
Málaga, Spain
www.inmmic.org 

TELFOR 2008
16th Telecommunications Forum
25–27 November 2008
Sava Center, Belgrade, Serbia
www.telfor.rs

DECEMBER
IEEEI 2008
2008 IEEE 25-th Convention 
of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers in Israel 
3–5 December 2008
Eilat, Israel
www.eng.tau.ac.il/~ieee/
Convention

Conference calendar 
Workshops, conferences & symposia in Region 8

Note to Organisers   
Only IEEE co-sponsored conferences and workshops in Region 8 are eligible for free publicity here. Send details as a plain text message to r8news@ieee.org, putting R8 News Calendar in 
your subject line. Remember to state the event’s full title, location, date and URL.


