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A new book from the CPMT Society Press 
 

Electrical Contacts 
An Introduction to their Physics 

 and Applications 
 
Previously only available in German, this instructive book 
now has been printed in this Second Edition in English.  
The project was undertaken by the CPMT Society’s Tech-
nical Committee on Electrical Contacts, Connectors, and 
Cable (TC-ECCC), with the direct involvement of Gerald 
Witter, TC Chair. 
 
SUMMARY: An introduction to the physics and application 
of both static and switching contacts, including: mecha-
nisms of arcing and ways to control the switching arc; rea-
sons for contact resistance, contact welding and contact 
erosion and methods for minimizing these effects; contact 
material selection; switching in vacuum; and characteris-
tics of electronic and electromechanical switching.   
 
INTENDED AUDIENCE: Written for technicians and engi-
neers involved with designing, fabrication and/or applying 
switching devices for their numerous applications. 
 
Softbound, 90 pages   
IEEE Product No.: BP2005  
List Price: US$35.00  
IEEE Member Price: US$25.00  
Product Size: 14cm x 22cm (5.5” x 8.5”) 
ISBN: 0-7803-9639-1 
 
To purchase your own copy, please visit the 
IEEE’s online store: 
 

shop.ieee.org 
 
For selection criterion, use the IEEE Product Number 
(BP2005) or the ISBN (0-7803-9639-1). 
 
Direct link:  
shop.ieee.org/ieeestore/Product.aspx?product_no=BP2005 
 
 
 
 
 

This book is suitable for teaching electrical contacts 
in university and corporate settings.  Quantity dis-
counts are available for instructors or departments: 
 

Quantity                   Discount from List Price 
10 or more  20% 
50 or more  25% 
100 or more  30% 

Discount is automatically computed at the IEEE 
Online Store.  Shipping/handling charges are extra.
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