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Purpose
To recognize members of the IEEE Education Society who have made outstanding contributions to teaching unusually early in their professional careers.

Eligibility
Full-time (or equivalent) faculty who are within the first ten years following receipt of their Ph.D. (or other appropriate terminal degree), and have had minimum of two academic years of appointment as a faculty member, are eligible to be nominated.  Individuals nominated for this award must be members of the IEEE Education Society.

Nature of the Award
The award consists of a $1,000 stipend, a commemorative plaque, and paid registration to the Frontiers in Education (FIE) conference.  The award will be presented at the FIE conference each fall.

Criteria
The award is based upon evidence of distinction in teaching by faculty at an early stage in their careers, including teaching performance, development of new teaching methods, and curricular innovation, in fields of interest to the Education Society.  Nominations must include the candidate’s statement of teaching philosophy and practice, a maximum of five letters of support from students and peers, and student evaluative data including comments.

Guidelines
The deadline for the recipient of nominations for the Mac Van Valkenburg Early Career Teaching Award is June 15th of the year for which the award is to be made.  Nominations should be submitted to the Chair of the Awards Committee and to the Chair of the Mac Van Valkenburg Early Career Teaching Award Committee (those names are listed on the Education Society's Awards Web Page http://ewh.ieee.org/soc/es/esawards.html).

About Mac Van Valkenburg

Mac Van Valkenburg earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Utah in 1943, a master’s degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1946, and a doctorate from Stanford University in 1952, all in electrical engineering.  Dr. Van Valkenburg joined the faculty at the University of Illinois in 1955.  From 1966 to 1974, he served as professor and head of electrical engineering at Princeton University before returning to the University of Illinois.  In 1982, Van Valkenburg was named to the college’s first endowed chair known as the W. W. Grainger Professorship.  In 1984, he was appointed Dean of the College of Engineering.  During the 1980’s, Dr. Van Valkenburg helped steer the institution to national prominence during a “renaissance in engineering.”

Van Valkenburg was author of seven textbooks.  A member of the National Academy of Engineering, he received the Lamme Medal, the highest honor of the American Society for Engineering Education; the George Westinghouse Award from the same organization; the Education Medal of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers; and the Halliburton Engineering Education Leadership Award of the College of Engineering at the University of Illinois.  Mac Van Valkenburg symbolizes the highest quality of engineering education.

Mac Van Valkenburg died in Orem, Utah on March 13, 1997. 
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