IEEE Power Electronics Society NEWSLETTER, Third Quarter 2003 15

News from Europe

Joint Meeting in Regensburg, Germany

The joint IAS/PELS/IES German Chapter held a very success-
ful meeting on May 22-23, 2003, with 112 attendees. Hosted by
Infineon, in the society “competence center” in Regensburg, near
Munich, the meeting covered discussions about IEEE as well as
scientific issues. Dr.-Ing. Peter Magyar, Chapter Chair, created an
interesting agenda that drew people from university and industry
over nine European countries, and mostly East Europe countries.

The welcome address was given by the German Chapter Presi-
dent, Prof. Dr.-Ing. W. Leonhard, IEEE Life Fellow. Regarding
IEEE, the meeting objective was two-fold: discuss the status of
established PELS chapters, and get information about chapters to
be founded. Some experiences with other societies were also shared.

A presentation of some established PELS chapters was given
by Prof. Z. A. Bencic (Univ. of Zagreb, Croatia), Prof. K. Jezernik
(Univ. of Maribor, Slovenia), and Prof. V. A. Katic (Univ. of Novi
Sad, Serbia & Montenegro).

New chapter projects were presented by Ms. D. Balogh (stu-
dent at the K. Kalman Polytechnic, Budapest, Hungary), Dr. M.
Mienskina (Motorola Czech System Lab., Czech Rep.), Dr. T.
Ruzsanyi (Ganztrans, Budapest, Hungary), Dr. L. Szabo (Univ. of
Cluj-Napoca, Romania), and Prof. J. Vittek (Univ. of Zilina,
Slovakia). Most speakers made two main points; IEEE is not well
known in their country, and promotion should attract new mem-
bers. Unfortunately the membership fees are a strong limiting fac-
tor, as is the poor technical level. The German Chapter Chair re-
peated again the chapter program to promote and help create chap-
ters in East Europe countries. Probably the position of Germany in
Europe renders the German PELS Chapter very sensitive to the
difficulties encountered in East Europe countries when looking for
a PELS chapter.

Prof. A. Jack from Univ. of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, noted
that IEE is the dominant Electrical/Electronic society in UK. 1EE
rules most University accreditations and probably represents a lobby.
Prof. Jack commented on the necessity of cooperation between IEEE
and IEE at a time the popularity of hard science and mathematics in
schools continues to fall.

The meeting offered also a strong scientific agenda. Prof. Jack
began with a lecture on “the possibilities for insulated iron powder
as a new material for electromagnetic components.” The latest de-
velopments in power semiconductor devices at Infineon were pre-
sented by Prof. Dr.-Ing. L. Lorentz and Dr. G. Miller. The latest
developments in Silicon Carbide devices were covered by Prof.
Dr.-Ing. H. Mitlehner, and microcontrollers were presented by Dr.
A. Jansen. A tour of the semiconductor factory in Regensburg was
followed by a lecture “on safe operating arca limitations of inte-
grated circuit output drivers” by Dr. P. L. Hower (Texas Instru-
ments, Manchester, NH).

Numerous questions were addressed to all speakers. Details
may be found at htip://www.ewh.ieee.org/r8/Germanyfias-pels/ .
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RUGGED DC POWER SUPPLIES

PQ SERIES 3.3 TO 10 KW g
SQ SERIES 20 TO 30 KW
MQ SERIES 20 TO 60 KW 3

FEATURES BENEFITS *
Many models 10 to 600 Vdc, 5 to 3600 Adc. c E

High-Power Factor Reduces input current demand.

Current fed design More robust than voltage fed designs. Distur-
bances cannot saturate isolation transformer.

Polyphase choppers Fast responsing, low ripple power processing.

Local OVP and OCP  Convenient front panel controls for displaying

and setting over voltage and over current trip.

Mechanical
contactor

Removes ac power from the power circuit for
enhanced safety.

Inrush limiting Step-start contactor arrangement precharges
capaci tors minimiziing inrush currents.

Remote analog
programming

Voltage, current, over valtage trip, and over current
trip can be remotely programmed via resistance,
voltage, current, or optional IEEE488/RS232.

Series and parallel
master/slave

Allows series or parallel combinations of power
supplies with one unit controlling the system.
Optical isolation All front panel digital controls can be accessed
from rear connectors. All digital lines have ohmic
isolation eliminating ground loops.
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Accreditation Program Seeks Evaluators
The IEEE Educational Activities Board (EAB) seeks profes-

sionals in industry, government and academic sectors to serve as

program evaluators for the following Accreditation Board for En-

gineering and Technology Inc.-accredited programs at U.S. colleges:

*  Biomedical Engineering & Biomedical Engineering Technology

*  Computer Engineering & Computer Engineering Technology

*  Electrical Engineering and Electrical and Electronic Engineer-
ing Technology

*  Software Engineering and Software Engineering Technology

*  Electromechanical Engineering Technology

* Information Engineering Technology

*  Laser-Optics Engineering Technology

*  Telecommunications Engineering Technology

Applications for the 2004-2005 academic year are due by 15
Nov. They will be reviewed during the January/February IEEE
meetings. Notification will be sent to applicants by 1 March.

Service as a program evaluator gives members of the profes-
sion an opportunity to contribute to the achievement of high qual-
ity educational standards of engineering and engineering technol-
ogy programs.

Nomination and application forms for people interested in en-
gineering are available at: hrtp/Awww.ieee.org/organizations/eab/
apc/ceaaleacinfo.htm . Forms for those interested in engineering
technology are at hrip:/fwww.leee.org/organizations/eab/apc/ctaa/
facinfo.htm .

For more information, contact Carolyn Solimine at+1 732 562-
5484 or c.solimine@iece.org or eab-accred@ieee.org .




